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BLETCHINGDON 
CHURCH 
The village that can’t 
agree on its name! 

PIPING IN THE 
HAGGIS 
Burns Night supper 
menu to tempt 
your taste buds 
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NEW YEAR, NEW YOU 

Give yourself a stylish 
revamp for 2019 

EDUCATION 
New term and new 
challenges for students 
across the Four Shires 
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OXFORDSHIRE • WARWICKSHIRE • NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE • GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


REPRESENTING THE BEST OF THE HEART OF ENGLAND FOR OVER TWENTY YEARS 



























THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 



THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 


45 Parsons Street | Banbury Oxon | 0X16 SNA 
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from fhe 

Editor 

We/come to fhe fates t issue of Four Shires. 


So how was 2018 for you? Full of good health and happiness i hope, 
ffs been an interesting year here at Four Shires. 

It must surely be remembered as the year of the hot summer just like the previous in 1976. 

It started with the early May Bank Holiday, when perversely, the weather forecast 
predicted storm and tempest (and apart from an unfortunate few) it proved gloriously 
sunny. We were camping in Wales and had prepared ourselves for the traditional deluge 
-we ended up getting sunburnt! 

Dire predictions about wafer rationing never surfaced and many a warm evening was 
spent on fhe patio enjoying a glass of sparkling water in the shade of a forge parasol. 

There was football on the telly and surprisingly, the national team did very well. The 
associated fervour helped the economy with beer sales and barbecues selling very well. 

Most outdoor events seemed to prosper. We are lucky here in the Four Shires in that we 
are well catered for when it comes to a! fresco entertainment. My particular favourites 
included the Fairport Festival, the Big Feastival and the Blakesley Showl 

What will 2019 be like? 

Without getting too deeply into political discussion, 1 think f can predict that there are 
going to be changes afoot! 

Whichever side of the debate you are on, I find it hard to understand why our 
democratically elected representatives haven’t formed a cross party platform to work out 
the problems associated with our imminent exit. Perhaps that is the problem, there might 
not be an exit - then we will no doubt have a civil war and house prices will crash and 
it’ll all be 'dig for victory’ again. Of course, there won’t really be a civil war, but like the 
advertising campaign that was served up to us before fhe referendum, there are some 
who would have you believe that there will be! 

I suspect, in the good old British way, we'll bumble along and things will never be 
satisfactory for anyone. 

I'm sure after March there’ll still be a Europe, there'll still be us and there’ll still be the rest 
of the world. There’ll still be rugby union, there'll still be pints of Hook Norton and there’ll 
still be roast lamb. The lamb might come from China however... gorgeous! 

Oh - Happy New Year to you all. 


JEREMY WILTON 


coyer picture courtesy of craigchurchiHphotogrQphy.ca.uk 
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WHAT'S INSIDE 


what's inside 
Four Shires 
this month 


A EDUCATION: Tips to help tiny tots 
/ / starting in reception to children 

r /— about to move up to *big’ school. 
New from around the Four Sh/res' schools 
and tips to help school children as they 
move through the educational system. 




YOUR LETTERS: Your chance to arr your 
views or send us your photos and 
comments. 


AROUND THE SHIRES: Local news and 
reports from around the January Four 
Shires' counties. 


BOOKS: Greta Barnes rediscovers her 
student nursing days in her new book. 

Perched Like Doves . 


16 
24 
28 


OUT AND ABOUT: What’s on in the 
Four Shires this month. The year ahead 
highlights some of what's to come, 

THE BEST Of 2018: A super collection 
of some of the best photographs 
from our 2018 magazines. 

ARTS AND ANTIQUES: If the time 
has come to try an art class, Barry 
Whitehouse helps to get you started. 





BLETCHINGDON CHURCH: The 

church in the four Shires village that 
couldn’t agree on its nameJ 



38 

52 


NEW YEAR, NEW YOU: It’s 2019 and 
time to update your took, with tips 
from local professional stylists. 

HOMES AND INTERIORS: Take a 
virtual trip to Mexico and give your 
home a fiesta filled new look. 



GARDENS AND COUNTRY: Caring for 
your garden in the winter months 
and planning January blooms. 



FOOD AND DRINK: January can only 
mean one thing - Burns Night and 
piping in the haggis. 


BUSINESS: Businesses across the Four 
Shires share their news and celebrate 
their successes. 



THEATRE: Gigantic sets, lavish 
costumes and 60 dancers make the 
BRB’s The Nuicraker a triumph. 





LOOKING BACK: A selection of 
archive photographs from the 60s 
and 70s. Who do you recognise? 



MUSIC: Nocturne Live announces 

Ky//e Mmogue and Tears for Fears 

amongst its impressive line-up. 




wishing you 
all a very 
happy and 
successful 
2019 
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01295 709999 
copy@fourshires.co.uk 


KATE WILTON 

Accounts and 
Subscriptions 

01295 273138 
kate@fourshires.co.uk 
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CHAPLIN 


Feature 

Writer 


BRUCE COX 


Theatre and 
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01295 273138 
cathy@fourshires.co.uk 


CHRISTINE 
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Books 


BARRY 
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Senior Advertising 
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reserved. Reproduction or 
transmission in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
strictly prohibited. Four Shares 
magazine welcomes unsolicited 
manuscripts and photographs 
and every effort will be made 
to return them safely, although 
this cannot be fully guaranteed. 
The views of the contributors 
are not necessarily those of the 
publishers. ISSN 1473-0472 


Designer 

01295 258570 
fourshires® 
medra-tribe.com 


NEVER MISt 
MISSIE 

ON SALE AT INDEPENDENT 
RETAILERS AND PREMIER 
RETAIL OUTLETS ACROSS THE 
POUR SHIRES INCLUDING: 
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MORRISONS 


Four Shires 
Borough House 
Marlborough Road 
Banbury 
Oxfordshire 
0X16 5TH 

Telephone: 01295 27313S 
Advertising: 01295 709999 

www.fourshires.co.uk 

copy@fourshires.co.uk 
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LETTERS 



We know the pampered 
pooches will have probably 
had their chocolate bonios 
by now, but here are some 
other treats that might not 
be quite so obvious. 

Treats, gifts and even an 
extra belly scratch can 
make your pooch feel 
extremely loved. 

Take a seasonal walk: Wrap 
up warm (perhaps put your 
dog in the new coat you 
got them as a present] and 
have a brisk winter stroll. 



Pamper your pooch: Giving 
your best friend a new bed 
will mean they have a nice, 
new cosy place to relax in. 

Bake some dog friendly 
treats: Nothing shows more 
love than hand making 
your dog some treats. 

There are lots of recipes 
online - some of which are 
human-friendly as well! But 
remember to check in with 
your vet before Indulging In 
these treats with your dog. 


We printed this picture in the ‘Letters 1 section of the November issue of four Shires 
magazine but at a much smaller size. We are very happy to reproduce it here. The 
picture shows the Banbury Grammar School Rugby First XV token Circa 1948. 

Many thanks to Judith Reynolds of Moreton-in-Marsh for pointing out that it would be 
almost impossible to identify anyone from the picture printed in the November edition. 

If you can identify anyone pictured then we would love to hear from you. Please email 
cathy@fourshires.co.uk 


Many thanks to Mr Clives 
of Banbury for writing in to 
Four Shires ond throwing 
some light on a picture 
we used in the December 
issue. 

The photograph we used 
shows a very wide cutting, 
with a gentleman surveyor 
overseeing the work. We 
had stated that it fooks like 
the work Is being carried 
out on a canal cutting. Mr 
Clives quite rightly points 
out that the cutting is far 
too wide. 

He believes that the 
cutting was excavated 
for a railway line and he 
believes it was the branch 
line from Banbury to 
Brackley. 

Does anyone know any 
better? 




CHRISTMAS TREE PICTURE 

Many thanks to Peter Young who took the picture of the 
Christmas tree at Upton House that we used on our front 
cover last month. It is a wonderfully festive image and 
garnered plenty of compliments. 

We are grateful to Mr Brian Cannon of Great Bourton 
for getting in touch last month regarding the dummy 
Alcan factory built to divert German bombers away 
from the real factory in Banbury. In our copy we 
state that Lord Haw Haw (William Joyce] mentions 
that the pilots of the bombers knew where the real 
factory was as they could take bearings from the 
white horse on Hardwick Hill... It should have read 
white house! Whatever the name of the viewpoint, 
the real factory was never bombed' 
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AN EVENING IN VIENNA 

Banbury Operatic Society will take audiences to Vienna 
for their next production. Taking place on the 15th and 
16th February at Wykham Theatre, Banbury. Audiences 
can expect an evening of well-known and much-loved 
musical numbers from the operettas of Strauss, Lehar and 
Offertbach. 

Tickets cost £10 and are on sale online at www. 
banbufyoperaticsociety.co.uk or from Edd Frost and 
Daughters Family Funeral Directors or Anker and Partners 


Estate Agents. 

i p t i i ei ■ v ■ >r ■ l c t ■ r ■ r i raviri pi p i « i pi p 

A LITTLE HOPE FOR LOCAL 
LIBRARIES 

The future for libraries 
under threat in South 
Northamptonshire is looking 
brighter after the council 
unveiled a plan for the vast 
majority to remain open. 

After 12 months of 
uncertainty surrounding 
the library provision in 
Northamptonshire, the 
county council has 
released a revised plan 
which will see 14 of the 
county's 36 libraries remain 
under its control and the 
remaining 22 hopefully 
handed over to community 
groups to manage. 



Srackley’s library will be 
kept by Northamptonshire 
County Council, 
Middleton Cheney 's will 
be community managed 
with council support and 
Woodford Noise’s will be 
community managed 
without support. 



WARWICK FOOD FESTIVAL 201 ? 

- APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN 

Warwick Food Festival, which 
is organised by CJ's Events 
Warwickshire, attracts thousands 
of visitors to the town and 
applications for this popular 
event are now open. The festival 
will take place on 26th May. 
Applications close on Friday 18th 
January 2019. 
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j CORNBURY MUSIC 
j FESTIVAL CONFIRMS THE 
j BEACH BOYS AS FIRST 
j HEADLINE ACT FOR 201? 

-i 

; Rock legends, The Beach 
Boys, will bring a Californian 
■ vibe to the Cotswolds next 
I summer topping the bill on 
: the final day of The Cornbury 
: Music Festival at Great Tew. 

The Beach Boys are sure to 
j be a huge crowd puller for 
; England’s 'most elegant’ 

: music festival. 

-i 

i The festival runs from 5th - 
i 7th July at Great Tew Park, 

| near Chipping Norton, 
i Oxfordshire. For tickets and 
: more information go to 
; www.cornburyfestival.com 



j CROPREDY'S SUMMER 
j FESTIVAL IS TAKING 

: SHAPE 

-§ 

j Preparations are in full 
: swing tor the 40th Fairporfs 
: Crapredy Convention 
I which takes place from the 
j 8th to the 10th August. 

; The confirmed tine up 
: so far includes: Richard 
Thompson, Seth Lakeman, 
j Caravan and, of course, 
Fair port Convention 
■ themselves. 

; Tickets are available from 
i www.fairportconvention. 

[ com 
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! THE FORCE IS WITH YOU 


► 

: Thames Valley Police Vocals 
j were set up in 2014 and is 
: made up of of serving police 
: officers, staff and volunteers. 

I Going from strength to 
j strength they represent 
: Thames Valley Police at 
: corporate events as well 
i as a range of community 
; engagement opportunities. 

: Following their performance 
; celebrating 50 years of 
the Thames Valley Police 
i at Christchurch Cathedra! 
i last month, they will be 
; performing alongside 11 
: other police force choirs and 
• the British Police Symphony 
| Orchestra at the Royal 
; Albert Hall in May 2019 to 
; celebrate the orchestra’s 

. 30fh year in music. 

§■ 

j Picture courtesy of Thames 
: Yaffey Police 



| NEW PAVILION FOR 
\ CROPREDY CRICKET CLUB 

; Cropredy Cricket Club has 
been handed the keys 
: to its much anticipated 
; second pavilion. This marks 
| a historic turning point for 
! the team. The new building 
■ includes a purpose-built 
: score box, practice nets, 

: full pitch covers and sight 
I screens to expand the 
; club’s capabilities and 
; meet future needs. 



































Comfort & Luxury. 

Style and Quality Without Compromise 


Touch, feel, & test your new furniture in our extensive Banbury showrooms 



Visit our famous Banbury showrooms and choose quality furniture and beds from 
Collins & Hayes, G Plan, Parker Knoll, Willis Gambier, Alstons, Tetrad, 
Celebrity, Stressless, Htmolla, Sherborne, Stag, Hypnos, Sealy, Ducal, Etc... 

Furniture for every room , expert advice & over 25 years of trusted service. 
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Opening Times 


Monday - Saturday 
g.oo am - 5.15 pm 
Sunday 
10 am - 4 pm 


'Bennetts 

FAMILY FURNISHINGS 



Warwick Road 
Banbury 
OX16 2AB 
: 01295 253220 


www. bennettsfurniture. co. uk 


Exceptional brands. Exceptional value. Exceptional service 




















































AROUND THE SHIRES 



THIRD DEFIBRILLATOR FOR 
BANBURY 

Thanks lo some fantastic 
fundraising and the kind 
assistance of Hook Norton 
Brewery, Banbury now has 
its third defibrillator outside 
the 4 Ale and Gin ban 

The Lions Club of Banbury 
work tirelessly to secure and 
maintain these life savers 
for the town. 

Other defibrillators can be 
found at the Banbury Cross 
pub and outside Marks and 
Spencer. 



CHILDREN SINGING FOR CHILDREN 

Banbury Rotary Club's popular Children Singing for 
Children 1 concerts once again raised thousands of 
pounds for children's charities. 

In total 600 children from 25 Four Shire s primary schools 
sang at the event, held at St Mary's Church, generating 
£7,000 for charity. 

Of the total raised, 70 percent will go to Banbury Sunshine 
Centre and 20 percent will be shared equally between 
Banbury Rotary Club's Schools Projects In Sierra Leone 
and The Gambia. 

The remaining 10% will go to other local Rotary Children's 
Charities. 

Picture courtesy of Tudor Photography 



PARK WITH CYCLE ROUTES 

A riverside park with cycle 
routes to Warwick and 
Rugby could soon be 
created in Leamington. 
Councillors have agreed in 
principle to the creation of 
a new riverside park beside 
the Rivers Learn and Avon 
at the current site of the 
Edmondscote Athletics 
Track. The track is proposed 
to be relocated on to 
land north of Gallows Hill, 
adjacent to the community 
football stadium to 
enhance and promote the 
sport in the district. 



Many thanks to Marfa Winfield for sending In this 
picture taken by her partner Simon. It shows a very 
autumnal morning looking out over the fields in 
Addeibury near Banbury. It looks like the sheep In the 


picture are definitely In need of their woolly Jackets. 


TV CHEF TO BRING FOOD AND MUSIC 
FESTIVAL TO WARWICK 

Following on from the success of 'Pub in 
the Park Festival' in 2018, Tom Kerridge 
has announced it wilt be even bigger and 
better for 2019 with eight events across the 
UK. 

St Nicholas Park in Warwick has been chosen as one of 
the venues and Tom Kerridge wilt be bringing his chef 
friends; supporting and celebrating local tatent, as welt as 
presenting some of the biggest names in food and music. 

Pub in the Park will take ptace In St Nicholas Park from 5th 
to 7th July. 

For priority booking, join the Pub in ihe Park newsletter by 
www.pubinfheparkuk.com 



CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL 

Santa Claus visited the 
children of Banbury's fess 
well-off families tost year 
after a massive response 
to the town mayor's 
Christmas Toy Appeal. 



The appeal meant that 
young people whose 
parents couldn’t afford to 


buy presents woke up on 
Christmas Day to find parcels at their bedsides. 


Mayor Shaida Hussain said: am so grateful to everyone 
who donated fays at this specro/ time of the year. 


"The wonderful gifts made o fantastic difference to children 
who would otherwise hove hod an empty Christmas when 
many of their friends would hove hod lots of presents." 

pictured: Mayor Shaida Hussain with /ust some of ftie donated toys 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 



Getting together at Hacketts in Witney last month, 
Whitley Stlmpson staff 
and clients enjoyed 
a festive Christmas 
drinks party. The 
company, which also 
has offices in Banbury 
and High Wycombe, 
celebrated the end 
of another successful 
year in style. 



10 


FOUR SHIRES JANUARY 2019 
































Striking designs - Innovation - Creativity 



NEWLY REFURBISHED SHOWROOM 




JOHN 

k 1 1 c h e n s 


N I O H O L LS 

a n bathroo m s 


Overthorpe Road, Banbury, 0X16 4TB 

T: 01295 222 316 e: showiroom@johnnicholls.co.uk 

wwwJohnnicholls.co.uk 
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MAPS OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM 

Mops of the United 
Kingdom by Rachel Dixon 
and illustrated by Livi 
Gosling Is an informative 
first atlas for children full of 
historical and geographical 
informafion as well as 
references to popular 


culture, county by county. 
It's a delightfully distracting 
book for all the family. 
£17.99 

THE RABBIT, THE DARK 
AND THE BISCUIT TIN 

The Rabbit , the Dark and 
the Biscuit Tm by Nicola 
O'Byrne Is a charming fale 
of a young rabbit who isn't 
tired and doesn't want 
to go to bed so he traps 
the dark in his biscuit tin. 
The problem with this is 
soon pointed out to him 
by foxes, bats and owls 
who need the dark not to 
mention that rabbit himself 
is becoming rather tetchy 
from lack of sleep. Will 
rabbit be persuaded to 
open the fin and release 
the dark? £1 1.99 



PARIS ECHO 

Sebastian Faulks latest 
book, Paris Echo, is 
outstanding. Hannah has 
arrived from the USA to 
research women’s lives 
in Paris at the time of the 
Vichy Republic and Tariq 
is a Moroccan teenager 
in search of information 
about his mother and 
reeling from his discoveries 
about French activities in 
North Africa in the post war 
period. £20 


Christine Bridger of 
Old Hall Bookshop in 
Brackley selects her 
books of the month 


1 l , - 
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SUNFLOWERS IN 
FEBRUARY 

St/rtflowers fn February 

by Phyllida Shrimpton is a 
teenage/young adult title 
that has received lots of 



WANT TO FALL IN LOVE WITH SHOPPING AGAIN? 


Heart of the Shires Shopping Village is the ideal place to go. A relaxed atmosphere in a Victorian 
courtyard, offering shops and merchandise you won t find on the high street. 


The 24 independent retailers include traditional country clothing for men and women, leading brands 
in smart, casual and formal wear, plus bespoke wedding dresses. You will also find sofas and stylish 
home accessories; a kitchen emporium; antiques, vintage and upcycled furniture; garden accessories; 
high quality watches; unusual gifts, and a traditional sweet shop. 


Visit our restaurant and tea room, indulge in a bit of pampering at the hairdressers and beauty salon 
or treat your dog to expert grooming, there is even a photographic studio. 


Open 7 days a week 10am - 5pm with ample free parking 


i Heart s, 

Shires 

S-hapsIn-j YlliaflR - 


Heart of the Shires Shopping ViLiage On A5 2 miles north of Weedon Northamptonshire IMW7 4LB 
01327 349508 WWW.heaitoftheshires.CO.uk Photographs by Ughtdrawcom 
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BOOKS 



acclaim. Despite the grim 
premise of the book, a girl 
‘wakes up 1 at the side of 
the road after a hit and run 
accident, realising in fact 



that she is dead, the 
book is full of humour and 
up beat reflections on life 
and friendship. £7.99 

BLACK SEA 

My favourite book in the 
shop this winter is Stock 
Seo by Caroline Eden, it’s 
a cookery/fravef book 
about her route between 
three of the major cities 
on the Black Sea, Odessa, 
Istanbul and Trabzon. Full of 
photographs of places and 
food and essays about the 
history and culture of the 
places she passes through 
this is a book to sink into 
and dream. But...you can 
also cook from It, very 
user friendly and delicious 
recipes with good results, I 
have tried some' £25 



CASSANDRA DARKE 

Posy Simmonds has written 
an entertaining and 
darkly humorous graphic 
novel, Cossorrdro Darke. 
Cassandra has been 



convicted of fraud, her 
art gallery has folded and 
she is trying to get on with 
life when she discovers 
that her lodger has left 
something untoward in her 
basement flat. As with all of 
Posy Simmonds 1 work this is 
well observed, funny and 
disturbing. £16.99 



flprv Simmonfis 


************ ***** 


PERCHED LIKE DOVES 
fay Greta Barnes 

The true story of a student 
nurse in London's East End 
(1959- 1962) 

Brailes resident Greta 
Barnes has written 
an entertaining and 
illuminating account of her 
student years as a nurse at 
Barts hospital in London. 

A planned reunion of 
her medical colleagues 
prompted Greta to re¬ 
discover her nursing diaries, 

"My father had given 
me a journal when \ left 
Leamington Spa for Barts 
and he promised that if 
f kept my entries up to 
date 1 would never regret 
it He was correct. The 
rediscovery of my mis/aid 
journats has provided most 
of the background for this 
book.” 



thought it was important 
to show how nursing was 
60 years ago compared 
to today, " said Greta. 'It 
is so very different now 
but not necessarily better. 
As a nurse back then we 
were homed and placed 
in sets of 37 - so there was 
a tot of support. Discipline 
was more strict, ward 
sisters were encouraged 
not to marry and to stay 
sing/e. Courtesy and good 
manners on the ward were 
paramount. |r 

Greta pointed out that 
advances in modem 
technology were a boon, 
although the introduction 
of this new machinery 
meant that there are now 
fewer nurses and they 
spend less time with their 
patients. She mentioned 
that during her student 
years there was very often 
one nurse per patient at 
the hospital - something 
quite unheard of today. 

“In my day at/ the nurses 
were women. There were 
no mate nurses, they were 
the medical students . 
FMing was not only very 
common , if was absolutely 
encouraged!” 



Greta’s book is full of mirth 
and like many centred 
around the medical 
profession, very honest. 

I have to admit, I had 
never come across the 
word ‘bummaree’ before. 

It is cockney slang for the 
porters who worked at 
Smithfield meat market 
situated just yards from 
Barts. These little insights 
make Perched tike Doves a 
great read and thoroughly 
recommended. 

Published by Matador 
Press. Paperback. 

ISBN 9 781 789 015515 £10.99 
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Truly a care home 
with a difference... 

What difference does it make 
when a nursing home has been 
rated outstanding in all five 
inspection areas by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC)? 

The difference is having complete 
peace of mind. It is also having 
complete confidence. You know you 
or your loved ones are staying in a 
place where every aspect of care is* 
quite simply* outstanding. 

For some* the idea of moving into 
a care home is full of worrying 
feelings. The loss of independence* 
the moving away from familiar 
surroundings* perhaps the concern 
of losing contact with friends and 
family — all may combine to create 
a fear of taking a step into the 
unknown. It doesn't have to be like 
that. 


Outstanding in every 
area... 


A CQC inspection rating of 
outstanding in every area helps to 
allay all these fears, because you 
know an independent* rigorous 
procedure has checked every aspect 
of care for you, and found it to be 
outstanding in all respects. There are 
no unknown qualities to the care, it 
is all of the highest standard. 

Our spacious, purpose built 
environment, central yet rural 
location and most importantly, 24 
hour attention from qualified nursing 
and care staff assure you of the best 
possible experience. 


At Godsweil Park your stay will be 
like visiting a plush hotel, with as 
much or as little involvement from 
our staff as you wish. We provide 
the discreet and sensitive support* 
security, respect and dignity that is 
everyone’s right should the time come 
to move into a care environment. 


Confidence and 
complete care... 

Each of our staff members is 
dedicated to enhancing the quality 
of life of our residents, whether it be 
providing the nursing and personal 
care that is individually tailored to 
each resident’s needs, ensuring the 
building is kept sp odes sly clean, 
offering a spectacular menu at 
mealtimes or maintaining our eight 
acres of grounds where residents and 
their friends can enjoy a walk in a 
delightful setting. 

Many care homes may say these 
words* but Godsweil Park has a 
proven track record amongst the 
18,000 care homes registered with the 
CQC in England to deliver care and 
service in each of these areas to such 
high standards. 


For further information, to request a brochure or to arrange a visit please contact us on 01295 724000 

or by email to info@godswellpark.co.uk 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Email: info@godswellpark.co. uk 

GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, 
BLOXHAM, OXFORDSHIRE OX15 4ES 















GODSWELL PARK 

Godswell Park is the first standalone general nursing 
home solely for older people in England out of the 
18)000 registered with the CQC to achieve a score of 
outstanding in all five inspection areas. 


Care Quality Commission Rating ... 


Is the service safe? 

“The service was exceptionally safe. 

OUTSTANDING 

Is the service effective? 

“ The ser vice was highly effective. ” 

OUTSTANDING 

Is the service caring? 

“ The service was exceedingly caring. ” 

OUTSTANDING 

Is the service responsive? 

“ The service was exceptionally responsive. ” 

OUTSTANDING 

Is the service well-led? 

“ The ser vice was extremely well-led. ” 

OUTSTANDING 


“The environment was clean, beautifully decorated and had 
stunning^ well-kept and accessible gardens. There was a tranquil, 
warm and welcoming atmosphere throughout. We saw that people 
were relaxed and staff demonstrated an exceptionally caring 

attitude. 

People’s needs were met by staff that had the right competencies, 
knowledge, qualifications, skills, experience, attitudes and 
behaviour. We saw all staff at the home demonstrated kindness, 

respect, compassion and dignity." 



























OUT AND ABOUT 




NATIONAL YOUTH 
ORCHESTRA Of GREAT 
BRITAIN 


Tank Engine and Friends, 
to the very small. On top 
of this there will be plenty 
of trade stalls selling 
everything you need to 
start or grow your own 
model railway. Adult; £4; 
child: £2; concession: £3; 
family: £10. 

ww w, sc o u fra if. org . u k 

DAMIAN WILSON AND 
ADAM WAKEMAN 






about 



COMICS CLUB WITH NEILL 
CAMERON 

The Story Museum, 
Pembroke Street Oxford 
OXI IBP, Bih January, 

Horn- 12.30 pm 

Develop yourcomic- 
making skills and share 
ideas with like-minded 
enthusiasts. Awesome 
comic artist Neill Cameron 
will be on hand to offer 
helpful advice and 
tips. Tickets £7, email 
boxoffice@story muse urn. 
org.uk 

WITNEY WINTER CONCERT 


interactive hip-hop show 
for young children. With 
graffiti-based designs, 
hip-hop flavoured beats 
and the twinkling lights of 
the city, it's a multi-sensory 
musical - a hip-hopera! 

www. oxfordptayho use.com 



NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: 
THE TRAGEDY OF KING 
RICHARD II 

Royaf Spa Centre Cinema 
Royal Leamington Spa J5th 
January , 7pm 


The Warwick Arts Centre. 

4th January , 7.30pm 

Kirill Karabits unleashes the 
full power of the world's 
greatest teenage orchestra 
- The National Youth 
Orchestra of Great Britain. 
Hearing is believing and 
until you've experienced 
these 164 players raising 
the roof of the Butterworth 
Hall, you don't know what 
young musicians can do! 
Ticket prices vary. 

w w w.wa rwfc k arts c en f re. 
co.uk 

SCOUT RAIL MODEL 
RAILWAY EXHIBITION 

Bxeter Hall, Oxford Road, 
Kidlington OXS 1AB, Sth - 
6th January ; ?Oam-4.30pm 
(right) 

Whether you're a serious 
model railway enthusiast 
or have someone in your 
family who Just loves trains, 
the ScouiRail model rail 
show has something for 
you. Track sizes range from 
the very large, including 
a layout with Thomas the 


Holy we// Music Room, 
Hofywe/i Street, Oxford 0X1 
3$D , 6th January, 7pm- 
10pm fabove) 

Damian Wilson and Adam 
Wakeman embark on 
their second full UK tour. 
Featuring Damian on vocals 
and acoustic guitar and 
Adam on piano, vocals and 
acoustic guitar. They'll play 
songs from their individual 
back catalogues and artists 
they have worked with, 
along with tracks from their 
joint albums, intertwined 
with stories and memories 
from their extensive touring 
careers. £20. 

www.wrlsonwokeman.com 


Meftoodfsf Church, High 
Street Witney 0X28 6HG r 
11 lb January, 7.3O-9.30pm 

A concert by Ensemble 
Mirage. This sextet 
comprising clarinet, horn, 
violin, viola, cello and 
piano. Includes music by 
Mussorgsky, Penderecki 
and Dohnanyi. Tickets £12, 
email jtom355@gmaif.com 



HIPPITY HOP 

The Burton Taytor 
Studio, Oxford 
Playhouse, \ 2th 
- ?3th January, 
f J am-2pm 

Experience 
the poetry, 
puppetry, music 
and movement 
of the first ever 


Simon Russell Beale plays 
William Shakespeare’s 
Richard If, broadcast live 
from the stage of the 
Almeida Theatre in London 
to cinemas. £13.50, 

w w w. worwlck dc.gov.uk/ 
ro y a Jspo centre 



THE FULL MONTY 

Rayat and Oemgate 
Theatre , Northampton, 
fSth - 19th January, various 
times 

Based on his smash-hit 
film and adopted for the 
stage by Oscar-winning 
writer Simon Beaufoy, this 
hilarious and heartfelt 
production receives 
standing ovations every 
night. It features Gary Lucy, 
who has made the part of 
Gaz his own, and an all-star 
cast of Andrew Dunn r Louis 




16 


FOUR SHIRES JANUARY 2019 




























































OUI AND ABOUT 


Emerick, Joe Gill Kai Owen 
and James Redmond. With 
songs by Donna Summer, 
Hof Choco/afe and Tom 
Jones you are guaranteed 
a fantastic night out. Ticket 
prices vary. 

w w w. ro y ala n dd ern gate . 
co.uk 



SMART TALKS, FROM THE 
PILLORY TO THE PRISON 
CELL 

The lord Leycesfer Hospf'to/, 
H/gh Street Warwick CV34 
4BH , i 7th January ; 7pm 

Ginny Davis, a barrister 
turned writer and 
performer for theatre 
offers a light hearted, 
fascinating history of 
criminal punishment 
from the 16th to the 21st 


century. The following and 
many more questions will 
be answered: what was 
a 'common scold' and 
how was she punished? 
Why were first time felons 
branded in open court? 
£22 including food and 
drink. 

wwwJordieycester.com 



: THE ROLLIN’ CLONES 

The Miff Arfs Centre, 
Banbury, 1 9th January t 
7.30pm (right) 

The Rollin' Clones were 
formed in 1997 to 
celebrate the music and 
career of the greatest rock 
rV roll band of all time. 
Since then 'The Clones' 
have gone from strength 
to strength, playing sell¬ 
out concerts at home and 
abroad. They enjoy the 
reputation of being the 
best tribute to the Rolling 
Stones ever. £25. 

w w w. t hemillartsc en fre. co.uk 

WHITNEY - QUEEN OF THE 
j NIGHT 

The Deco Theatre , 
Northampton, J9fh January, 
7.30pm (above right) 

A stunning celebration 
of the music and life 
of one of the greatest 
singers of our time. This 



award winning production 
features a sensational 
line-up of musicians and 
artistes, and together with 
a powerhouse and breath¬ 
taking performance in the 
spirit of Whitney, delivers 
a show that exceeds 
expectation on every 
level. Ticket prices vary. 

www.decatheatre.savoy 

systems.co.uk 

j CARDUCCI STRING 
j QUARTET 

Royal Pump Rooms, 
ieomington Spa CV32 4AA , 
2Sth January, 7.30pm 

The Carducci Quartet first 
played for Leamington 
Music in 2009 and this 
is its sixth concert in the 



Everyone is involved 

At The Ridings care home we embrace wellness. We support each 
of our residents as individuals, with their own rich history, skills and 
abilities and likes and dislikes. Our home is our community and 
it is your life-story, combined with our unique expertise in caring for 
older people, that ensure our residents can express themselves, 
maintain their identity and dignity and live a full and meaningful life. 

Krpt-f&r-profit, 


The Ridings Calder Close, Off Daventry Road, Banbury, 0X16 3WR 

if you’d like to find out more about the choices 
Anchor care homes offer our residents call 

0808 102 4646 or visit anchor.org.uk/TheRidings 


Rated May 201S 


Good 


Q Care Quality 

Commission 


Heal thin vestor 

Award 5 2018 

WINNER 

Residential care provider 
of th>e year 


nr 


i \ 

anchor 


FOUR SHIRES JANUARY 2019 


r 


17 

























FOUR SHIRES MAGAZINE 



town. The quartet toured 
extensively in 2015 with 
Shostakovich’s full cycle 
of quartets and last year 
Philip Glass's third quartet 
was played in Leamington 
by the Royal Quartet from 
Poland and was very wel! 
received. Ticket prices 
vary. 

www.carduccfquartef.com 

DO YOU THINK THAT’S 
WISE? THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF JOHN LE MESURIER 

The Theatre. Chipping 
Norton. 26# h January, 
7.45pm 

Leading impressionist Julian 
Dutton brings to life the 


man that charmed millions 
as Sergeant Wilson in Dad's 
Army . Packed with glorious 
reminiscences and stories 
from the golden age of 
classic British comedy, 
Julian Dutton's show 
is a joyful and moving 
celebration of one of the 
most popular comic actors 
of our era. £15. 

w w w. chippin gn orto n 
theafre.com 

MEDIEVAL BANQUET AT 
WARWICK CASTLE 

Warwick CV34 4QU, 26th 
January , 7.30pm (above 
rfghtj 

It is the year 1471 and you 


Protecting you 
and your family 

Competitive fixed fees for 
Wills and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney H 






* i&ifc. Wa 



Lucy Gordon 
E lgordon@se-law.co.uk 
T 01295 204000 

www.se4aw.co.ii k 


spratt endicott 


SOLICITORS 


BANBURY 


BRACKLEY 


BICESTER 


BUCKINGHAM 



have been summoned 
to dine with the infamous 
Kingmaker, Richard Neville 
Earl of Warwick, for an 
unforgettable evening 
of wining., dining and 
medieval revelry. You are 
invited to enjoy a thrilling, 
atmospheric evening 
and travel back to a time 
where war raged outside 
the castle walls. £49. 

w w w. warwic k - c as tie, c om 



OXFORD SINFONIA 

University Church , High 
Sheet Oxford OXf 4BJ, 26 
January, 7.30pm-9.15pm 

George Calrd conducts 
music including Brahms 
St Anthony Variations, 
Judith Weir Heroic Strokes 
of the Bow, Brahms Violin 
Concerto soloist Jan 
Schmolck. Tickets £15, from 
simon.payne@virgin.net 

AFRICAN CHILDREN'S 
CHOIR 

Royal Spa Centre, Roya# 
ieommgfon Spa, 29#h 
January, 7pm 

After stealing the hearts 
of the world during their 



uplifting performance of 
the number one single 
k Sing' with Gary Barlow 
at the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations, 
the famous African 
Children’s Choir has been 
invited back to tour their 
inspirational talents. This 
performance will feature 
200 children from local 
primary schools. 



THE MUSICKE COMPANYE 
- A VENETIAN CARNIVAL 

Sf Mary's Church f Warwick 
CV34 4RA, 29th January , 
7.30pm 

As the weeks of Carnovale 
approach, imagine 
time in La Serenissima, 
the city of pleasure and 
extravagance, and listen to 
glorious music composers 
such as Cavalti, GaluppL 
Handel, Lotti, Marcello and 
Vivaldi. 

www. th emusicke 
companye.com 
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STEVE STE1NMANS 
VAMPIRES ROCK 

With special guest star Sam 
Bailey , The New Theatre , 
Oxford, 30to January 4 
7.30pm 

Sam Bailey is obout to get 
her teeth into a real rocker 
of a show when she takes 
the role of the Vampire 
Queen In the hit touring 
musical extravaganza 
VampfYes Rock Gfiosf Tram. 

For more than two decades, 


Stelnman and his crew 
have returned to local 
stages night after night 
and delivered exhilarating 
performances that have 
been packed with energy, 
fabulous dance routines, 
spectacular special effects 
and of course, amazing 
music that has everyone up 
on their feet. 

Ticket prices vary. 

www.afgfickefs.com/new- 

theafre-oxford 


SONG AT WOLFSON: 
j ALICE PRIVETT SINGS 
SCHUBERT, STRAUSS AND 
j WOLF 

Leonard Wolfson 
Auditorium , Wolf son 
Coltege , Linton Rood. 
Oxford 0X2 6 LID, 31st 
January , 6pm-7pm fright) 

A celebration of Schubert’s 
birthday, with songs that 
include his famous settings 
of the character Mignon, 
from Goethe's epic novel 
Wilhelm Meister . Alice also 
performs Strauss's Opheiro 
songs and songs from Hugo 
Wolf’s Spanish Songbook. 

: £ 10 . 

w w w. o xfo rdiieder. co.uk 

SUZI RUFFELL: NOCTURNAL 

The North Wall Arts Centre , 
Oxford , ?sf February, 8pm 
(right) 

Suzi is worried about 
everything - from someone 
breaking into her flat, to 
human rights across the 



globe, to her cat’s quality 
of life - and it’s keeping her 
awake at night. This is Suzi 
Ruffeli’s sell-out, critically 
acclaimed show. 


www. th enorthwall.com 





Come and jo in us as a Resident for a Day 

_ 


100% of all Gracewell inspected homes have 
been rated ’’Good' or 'Outstanding' by CGC 


GracewdlAdderbury.co.uk 


Residential , Nursing 
& Dementia Care 


24 May 2013 


At Gracewell of Adderbury each resident is provided 
and cared for with his or her individual needs in mind. 

* A choice of en-suite rooms beautifully designed to 
provide first-class living 

* Catch up with friends and family in our bright and airy bistro 

* Wheelchair-friendly sensory garden 

* Enjoy the latest films and sporting events in our luxurious 
cinema 

* A professional hair and beauty salon 


For more details please call 01295 235153 
or email adderbury.haa@gracewelLca.uk 


Gracewell of Adderbury, 

Gardner Way, Adderbury, Banbury OX17 3FW 


carehomexo.uk 

Correct at time of pin! 


Good 


Q Care Quality 

CurtiTnfsiion 

S_ i 
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THE YEAR AHEAD 


the uear ahead 





FEBRUARY 

Four Shires Wedding Feafure 



MONTE-CARLO RALLY 

HISTOR1QUE : ROWAN TREE BALL 


31s t January, Banbury 
Markef P/ace, 9Qm-4pm 

The Monte-Carlo Historique 
is once again coming to 
Banbury, The town will 
be hosting, as last year, a 
checkpoint for the motor 
sport event. To accompany 
this, classic car owners 
will once again be in the 
Market Place displaying 
their own vehicles. 

picture by Tudor Photography 

www.acm.mc/en/occueii 

Many other great events for 
January are featured in this 
month’s Out and About’ 
section. 


1st february , Stratton Court 
Barn, Poof Farm, Stratton 
Audley 0X27 9AJ 

A dazzling event to 
raise money for 'Saying 
Goodbye’, the charity 
dedicated to helping 
parents recover from 
baby loss. Live music, 
three-course dinner and 
auction of signed football 
memorabilia, holidays and 
other fantastic lots. This 
event is organised by Sarah 
and Nick Henderson in 
memory of their daughter. 
Rowan. 

www.facebook.com/ 

rowantreebalt 



VALENTINE'S DAY 

14th february 

The special day to show 
your loved one that you 
care... Don’t forget] 


MARCH 



CRUFTS 

7th - I Oth March 

The biggest and best 
celebration of all things 
doggy is back at the NEC 
this year. With the Whippet 
taking top spot last year we 
wonder which breed will be 
fop of the pock in 2019. 

www.cruffs.org.uk 

COUNTRYSIDE DAY 

JOth March , Warwick Race 
Course 

As well as some excellent 
competitive sport on the 
racetrack, there will be the 
chance to experience a 
range of country pursuits 
and activities including 
falconry, ferrets, fishing, 
farms and firearm displays, 
£10, children free. 

www. Warwick, 
fhejockeyc Jub.co. uk 
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MARCH 

Food & Drink 
Feature 




APRIL 



BENNETTS BRITISH 

SUPERBIKE 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

I9fh - 21st April Stivers tone 
Pace Circuit 

The Bennetts British 
Superbike Championship 
(B$B) is one of the greatest 
domestic bike series in the 
world. The bikes average 
more than 180bhp and 
are capable of reaching 
200mph. If you haven’t 
witnessed the atmosphere 
first hand, the explosive 
acceleration off the line or 
the riders rubbing elbows 
at incredible speeds - then 
you really should] 

Children aged 15 are free 
on a general admission 
ticket [from £10). 

www.Sf7verstone.co.uk 

TASTE OF SPRING 

28th April Banbury Market 
P/ace, f 0.30am -4.30pm 

A Banbury Town Council 
event that brings together 
good food with good 
people. There will be 
independent food and 
drink producers, street food 
and real ale. (pic above right) 











































THE YEAR AHEAD 


These are just a very few of the many Fabulous events coming to the Four Shires during 2019. 

Keep an eye on our Out and About Feature each month for comprehensive listings of what*s on whenl 



7K FUN RUN 

28th April B/errherm Palace 

This run takes a scenic 
route around the trails and 
paths of Blenheim Palace, 
taking you past the palace 
and over the Grand Bridge, 
before a spectacular 
lakeside section. Entry to 
the race includes entry 
to the grounds, designed 
by Capability Brown and 
described as 'the finest 
view in England'. 

www.blenheimpaiQce.com 

Good Friday: 19th April 
Eastei Day: 21 st April 

Easter Monday: 22nd April 



Land Rovers on show for 
the novice or enthusiast to 
enjoy. 

www.britishmotormuseum. 

co.uk 

TOWN MAYOR'S 
INAUGURATION 

Early May (date to be 
confirmed}, Bonbory Town 
HaJT 6.30pm 

Mayor making of the new 
town mayor. 

Bank Holiday Monday: 

6th May 

late May Bank Holiday: 

27th May 



MAY 

Four Shires Retirement and 
Arts Feature 


DOWNLOAD FESTIVAL 

1 4th - 16th June, 
Donnington Pork 

This year's acts include: 

Sfayer, Smashing Pumpkins 
and Dream Theatre - plus 
many others. 

w w w. do wnf o a d fes tiv a i 
co.uk 




JUNE 


BANBURY 
AND DISTRICT 
SHOW 

2nd Sunday in 
June, Spiceba// 
Park 


Four Shires Homes, 
Gardens and Outdoor 
Entertaining Feature 


MAY 


GAYDON LAND ROVER 
SHOW 


There will be 
two fields 
packed with 
fun for all the 
family. There 
will be a 
funfair, 
inflatables, 
food and 
drink, arena entertainment, 
activities, dog show, a beer 
tent and lots more to keep 
the family entertained. 

www.banbury.gov.uk 



VMCC BANBURY RUN 

16th June, The British Motor 
Museum, Gaydon 

Vintage and veteran 
motorcycles make their 
way from Gaydon on a 
circular course next to 
M40 Jl 1. Visit the website 
to download and print all 
relevant documents to 
enter! 

www. band ury-run .co.uk 

LEAMINGTON PEACE 
FESTIVAL 


Hth - I2fh May, British 
MotorMuseum, Goydoa 
lOam-dpm 

Celebrating this iconic 
British Marque, this two 
day show, now in its fifth 
year covers all aspects of 
the world of Land Rover. 
There will be hundreds of 



15th - 1 6th June, RoyaJ 
Leamington Spa 

Leamington Peace Festival 
exists to promote peace, 
environmental harmony 
and living in co-operation 
with others. This year's 
event will be its 41st year. 

w w w. pe a c efes fiv oi. o rg. uk 


NOCTURNE LIVE FESTIVAL 

20th - 23rd June, Blenheim 
Palace 

The Nocturne Series of 
concerts brings together 
fabulous music with a 
beautiful Oxfordshire stately 
home. Australian songstress, 
Kylie Minogue has been 
confirmed for the 23rd June 
and further acts will be 
announced soon. 

www.nocturnelive.com 

ARMED FORCES DAY 

last Saturday in June, 
Banbury Town Hot/ 



JUNE 

Summer 
Activities and 
Family Events 
Feature 
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Never Miss an Issue! 


SUBSCRIBE TO FOUR SHIRES NOW 


at www.fourshires.co.uk or by post 



LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING 
FOUR SHIRES MAGAZINE 
EVERY MONTH! 


To subcnbe by post, 

please complete this form and return ft to: 

Four Shires 

Borough House, Marlborough Road 
Banbury, Oxfordshire OXU 5TH 



I would like to subscribe to Four Shires. 

For myself □ 

As a gift □ 

For 6 months £20 □ 

For 12 months £36 □ 

Please start my subscription with the 

.... issue 

Name. 


I enclose a cheque made payable to 
Four Shires Ltd for £. 

Gift recipient details (if applicable) 
Name. 

Address. 



CORNBURY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

- 7th July, Great Tew 

Back by popular demand 
for 2019, The Carnbury = 
Music Festival is one of a 
kind: a lovingly crafted, top : 
notch, very English open air i 
party, tailor-made for the 
whole family. The full line 
up will be announced soon. ■ 
Visit w ww. c ornb u/yfes fiv a L 
com for up to dale ticket 
prices and to book. 



LEAMINGTON CARNIVAL 


J3fhJt//y, 10am-7pm 

The carnival parade will 
take up the streets of Royal j 
Leamington Spa. The fun 
filled Leamington carnival 
festival will then follow in 
the Pump Room gardens 
between 11 am and 7pm. 

TOWN MAYORS SUNDAY j 

People's Park, Banbury, 
dote to be confirmed 

There will be a parade 
of hobby horses from fhe 
Town Hall through the High j 
Street and into People's 

4 

Park. The event is officially 
opened by fhe Town Mayor \ 
at 1 pm and there are 
hobby horse races and 
competitions. There will also j 
be lots of demonstrations 
from local clubs, charity 
stalls, food and drink and 
a funfair to keep you 
entertained. : 



Motoring 
and Sports 
Feature 


AUGUST 



WILDERNESS FESTIVAL 

1st - 4th August Cornbury 
Park 

Introduced in 2011 by the 
people behind 'the secret 
garden party’, Wilderness 
takes place in Cornbury 
Park in Oxfordshire. 

w w w. wilde rn essfe s fiva/. c o m 

BANBURY TOWN 
COUNCIL FOOD FAIR 

Banbury Market Place, 
date to be confirmed 

This event sees the annual 
flower and produce show 
come together with a day 
of fine food in the historic 
Market Place of Banbury. 

FAIRPORT'S CROPREDY 
CONVENTION 

Stfi - 10th August 

The area's friendliest 
festival is back with what 
promises to be its biggest 
and best year yet! 

www. falrportconven tlon. 
com 
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THE BIG FEA5TIVAL 

23rd - 2Sth August Aiex 
James" farm, Kingham 

The ultimate food and 
music festival for all the 
family will be back again 
this year and promises to 
be bigger and better. 

www . uk. Mi e bi g f ea s fiv at. c om 

August Bank Holiday: 

26th August 



AUGUST 

Four Shires 
Wedding 
Feature 


SEPTEMBER 



OLD TOWN STREET PARTY 
AND STREET ORGAN 
FESTIVAl 

first Saturday rn September, 
Banbury Ofd town 

Wander the street, walks 
and fanes of Banbury's 
Old Town far its unique 
independent traders, whilst 
being entertained by the 
old fashioned street organs. 

www.banbury.go v. uk 



LEAMINGTON FOOD AND 
DRJNIC FESTIVAL 

7th/8th September, fDam- 
6pm 

Enjoy a weekend of 
culinary extravaganza. 
There's a kids cookery 
school where little ones 
can make cupcakes, 
scones and cucumber 
sandwiches and also a 
masterclass area for adults 
- and of course there will 
be lots of delicious food 
and drink! 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 

13th - 22nd September, 
Various locations 

Many local heritage sites 
will hold special events and 
open days. 

w w w. h eritag eo pe n da ys. 
org. uk 

WARWICK WORDS 
HISTORY FESTIVAL 

30th September - 6th 
October, various locations 
throughout Warwick 

The History Festival will 
return to Warwick this year. 
A full programme of events 
will be available in July. 

www. wo rwick words .co.uk 


OCTOBER 


BANBURY CANAL DAY 

First Sunday in October , 
IG.30am-5pm 

A host of stalls will be along 
the canatside from Spicebatl 
Park to the Mill Arts Centre 
and from Banbury bus 
station to Sovereign Wharf. 



SEPTEMBER 

Education, 
Business and 
Equestrian 
Feature 



BANBURY FOLK FESTIVAL 

Beginning of October 
(dates to be confirmed) 

The annual friendly folk 
festival will be back in 
Banbury. Check the website 
for full details of acts and 
how to get tickets. 

www.banburyfofkfesf/Vak 

co.uk 


DECEMBER 



iTOUR DE TRIGS 
First weekend in December 


OCTOBER 

Four Shires 22nd Anniversary 
Edition and Homes and 
Interiors Feature 


NOVEMBER 


; ‘MOVEMBER’ 

: Throughout November men 
; are encouraged to grow 
: a moustache to show their 
: support for prostate cancer 
: charities - What styie will you 
: choose? 

: BANBURY TOWN 
j CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

j Lost Sunday in November - 
: afternoon through to early 
evening, Banbury 

i See the switching on of the 
; Christmas tights and enjoy 
i lots of entertainment and 
■ stalls. 



Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day: 25th - 26th December 

New Year's Eve: 31 st 

December 



DECEMBER 

Four Shires 
Christmas 
Edition 



NOVEMBER 


Shopping in the 
Shires Feature 
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2018 : 


saw Four Shires* 21st birthday and 
we certainly came of age with 
some wonderful picture stories for you all to 
enjoy: 


It's no secret that we are dog lovers here at 
the magazine, so how could we resist making 
a fuss of Maisy and Alfie (1) at the Broughton 
Castle Riding for the Disabled event? The 
fundraiser held In the grounds of the famous 
fortified house brought September to a close. 

We occasionally make typographic errors at 
Four Shires [it has been said), and we do feel a 
little bit like snitches here but The Cambridge 
News managed to make their mistake on 
the front page (below).Starting 2018 with 
a wonderful ‘Phil Space' error, we can only 
imagine that the year improved from there. 


One of the last buildings of the old Brackley 
railway station (2) looked tike it was under 
threat back in September. Luckily the old 
ATS tyre building was bought by someone 
sympathetic to the town's history and it looks 
like the building won't be knocked down. 

The Blackplt Brewery in Silverstone is an arty, 
trendy, beardy hotspot. They also have some 
very nice motorcycles - the 
1 1111 example pictured (3) is 

powered by a Yamaha 
XS65G engine,., one of 
the nicest machines seen 
last year. 

Famous people can 
be spotted around the 
Four Shires occasionally 

(Jeremy Clarkson , 

Rebecca Wade, David 


- 






5 














-1 
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Beck/iam and Dam/cm Lewis have been 
spotted). Bwcm MacGregor (4) was 
photographed by Banbury photographer 
Donald MacLellan . He is based In London, but 
In March last year he hosted an exhibition of 
his work at the HeseltEne Gallery in Middleton 
Cheney. There were many famous actors 
there! 

Four Shires revisited Hinton-in-the-Hedges 
church in July and as ever, these historical 
treasure chests (that we are so lucky to 
have) revealed nuggets of value that are 
hidden from everyday eyes. The hatchment 
declaring loyalty to 'Queene Anne of 
England' Is one such gem (5). 

Artweeks are very much part of the year 
at the magazine and Chris Preece and his 
bodywork inspired art should be part of the 
initiative in 2019. Last year he was exhibiting 
from his workshops near Kings Sutton (6). His 
artwork is made from the material used to fill 
dents in the bodywork of cars... awesome. 


Other artweeks exhibitors that caught our eye 
included the intriguing work of Vital Peeters in 
Summertown in Oxford (7 and 8). 

One of our favourite cover pictures last 
year featured in the July issue. ‘Lord and 
Lady Bloom' (11) were the invention of two 
performance artists from Brighton and they 
wore their colourful clothing for the Game Fair 
held at Ragley Hall... wonderfully bright and 
beautiful. 

In May last year we were lucky enough to 
spend a week in Pembrokeshire, it was the 
start of a very hot summer. One of the more 
peculiar sights we spotted was this 'float tree' 
(9) filled with colourful buoys. Interestingly 
this picture was taken on a mobile phone. 

As photographers we used to fret about 
carrying a camera everywhere - if you have 
a phone with you now. that worry is in the 
past. Another mobile phone picture that was 
better than those taken on a digital SLR was 
this one of the soapbox derby (10) held in 
Avon Dassett in August last year. >» 
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THE BEST OF 2018 


the best of 2018 



hunt.£?!!««■ 



[ i ... . 

Banburx — 

Ales & Stout 




October is traditionally the month of harvest. Greg Klaes (12) has a 
smallholding in Cropredy and he grows a wide variety of squashes, 
including a strange American variety that is some centuries old. 

The Hunt Edmunds brewery (14) featured in the magazine in 
September lost year. We particularly liked their colourful advertising 
posters from the 1950s. 




Four Shires* mate Tjobbe Andrews (13) started a photographic 
magazine back in January 2018. It showcased the work of some very 
talented photographers. One of the outstanding images is pictured 
below (18). 

I have to hold my hand up here (writes Editor Jeremy Wi/fonJ. 1 very 
rarely get starstruck, but I met one of my all time heroes, Mike Tyndall 
last year (15). He was one of the England Rugby heroes that won the 
world cup and he was guest speaker at the Katharine House Hospice 
Ball in June last year. In the picture that was taken 1 reckon he was 
standing on a boxi 

There’s another rugby related picture (16) featured in our round up 
- Banbury won the Oxfordshire Cup for a third year in a row - well 
played! 

Two Merlins featured in the magazine at different times last year. 

Merlin Porter (17) is an extremely talented artist and his particular skill is 
in drawing an event as it happens and producing a finished piece of 
artwork within minutes. He is a master at drawing wedding receptions 
and events. The other Merlin, Mr Griffiths (19), is featured on TV and he 
is also the owner of The Maltsters pub in Badby, His skill is in making the 
most exotic cocktails. 

Mollington races (21) are always a favourite here at Four Shires, we 
featured the event in June last year. 




; = : s i i.i.. 

nrrinn. . 
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was commemorated last year. It proved a 
huge hit with all motoring fans. 

The picture of Mounts Baths in Northampton 
(24) caught our eye back in January tost year. 
The art deco style is truly inspiring. 

Another picture that made us laugh last 
year was taken In Whichford Woods. There is 
an enormous chestnut in the middle of the 
woods and its bark has been carved into by 
numerous graffiti artists over the years (25). 

The words that tickled us read: Tm this much 
toiler than Sieve Payne 1 - who the author 
is we may never know. He is however taller 
than Steve Payne! 

Phillip Pullman writes very good books, t have 
just finished his first 'Book of Dust’, he was at 
Central Oxford Library in April (27). 

We enjoy fish and chips at Four Shires and 
we applaud local enterprise. We thought the 
'Pollocks 1 fish n chip van very entertaining 
(22). It featured in the April issue. 


issue. They featured Serge Gainsbourg and 
Jane Birkin (28). They spent time in the Four 
Shires back in the fate 60s. It seems such a 
trendy time and the feel is captured in the 
pictures that were featured. 

In July last year t flew in a Tiger Moth [26). We 
did a loop-the-loop over Stratton Audley - 
amazing! 

Messing about on the rivers plays a large 
part in Four Sh/'res' life. The Warwick Regatta 
(20) featured in the September magazine 
last year. The event has been running for 130 
years! # 


YARNTON 4 


CHIPPING NORTON 


OXFORD 8 


1 

1“ 

II 

- 

— 




4 * 1 

K 1 

H ' I 




| 

■ 





*1 




The Monte Carlo Rally (23) was staged in There were some lovely pictures that harked 

Banbury back in the late 1960s and this event back to times past that featured in the June 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 


Banbury Museum opens 
rhe new Pye Gallery 




Banbury Museum opened their new 
PYE Gallery and Pop Art in Print 
exhibition from the V&A. London, with 
a bang! 

Families had a fantastic time with free 
crafts, face painting and balloons, 
whilst others enjoyed the live music 
from talented musicians. Passers-by 
marvelled at the new gallery spaces 
and joined in the celebrations, 
remarking on the intriguing graphics 
in the museum and open space of 
the new PYE Gallery. The lively and 
exciting surroundings added to the 
atmosphere generated at the new 
Pop Art in Print exhibition. 




MORE 


Exhibition organised by the Victoria and Aibert Museum, London 


Exhibition sponsor-ad by 


1 DECEMBER 2018 - 3 MARCH 2019 


THIS EXHIBITION SHOWCASES WORK BY ICONIC ARTISTS OF THE 60S AND 70S ALONGSIDE CONTEMPORARY 
ARTISTS INFLUENCED BY THE MODERN AGE S MOST IMPORTANT ART MOVEMENT, 

TICKETS; ADULT lSSIONS CHILD £3 / FAMILY £14 WWW.BANBURYMUSEUM.ORG 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 


Art - Classes 


Talk Thirty to Me 


A new term of weekly classes starts 
at The Mill Banbury, this month. 

The classes include Drawing and 
Sketching (from 14th January), 
Painting and Drawing (from 
14th January), and Watercolour 
Explorations [from 15th January), all 
of which are aimed at adults. 

Classes for younger people Include 
‘B Counted street dance’ (from 8th 
January), Little Stories [from 14th 
January) and Youth Guitar (from 16th 
January). 

With so many classes to choose from, 
there is no reason why you can't start 
the New Year in a creative way. 

For more information and to enrol 
visit, www.themillartscentre.co.uk 




Emily Atack (The lnbetweeners t Dad’s 
Army , I’m a Celebrity) wilt hit the road 
In Spring 2019 with her debut comedy 
show Talk Thirty To Ale, o live memoir 
of anecdotes, impressions and 
tales of a comedy actor in her 2Q's. 
Emily will unravel today’s anxiety- 
inducing world of scrolling through 
social media, swiping right and left, 
slimming apps, and the never-ending 
search for 4 the one'. Her debut 
tour promises to be a truly hilarious, 
tongue-in-cheek took at “having it all' 
and turning 30 in the millennial age. 

Last month Emily joined the line-up of 
I'm a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here! 

The most watched series in the show's 
history. Emily opened the series by 
jumping out of a plane at 12,000 feet 
before taking on 50 snakes in the 
‘Viper Pit' in Front of an audience of 
millions. 

She will be bringing her tour to The 
Mill Arts Centre on the 25th April from 
7.30pm. 

For further information visit, www. 
emilyatackltve.com 



THE COTSWOLDS 

ART & ANTIQUES DEALERS’ 

ASSOCIATION FAIR 


BLENHEIM PALACE 


BLENHEIM PALACE 
WOODSTOCK 
OXFORDSHIRE 0X20 1PP 


21st - 24th 

FEBRUARY 2019 


THUR - SUN 
10am - 5-30pm 


Complimentary tickets covering 
admission to the grounds and the 
fair are available online at 


Supported by 
Online Galleries 


Further information F: 07855 443913 
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CREATIVE COVERAGE 

The Theatre, Chipping 
Norton, urrtrV ? 4th January 
(above) 

Creative Coverage present 
a selection of work by 
artists from Oxfordshire and 
beyond. From sculpture to 
oil painting, this exhibition 
really has something for 
everyone. Free entry, open 
from 30 minutes before any 
event at The Theatre. 

ww w. ch ipp ing notion 
theatre.com 


ONLY EVER ALMOST 
THERE, AMY SHARROCKS 

Royaf Leammgforr Spa 
Art Gallery, Royal Pump 
Rooms, Roya/ Leamington 
Spa , 24th February (belo w 
left) 

The first major survey 
of the work of sculptor, 
photographer and live 
artist Amy Sharrocks, 
showing works from over 
a decade of attention, 
conversations and 
exchange. 



For many years 
Sharrocks has 
investigated 
the architecture 
of o moment. 

This exhibition 
brings together a 
significant body 
of her artworks, 
exploring the elusive 
qualities of live art, 
tracing moments 
that slip through our 
fingers like water, 
examining moments 
of connection 
between each 
other and the 
natural world. 

www. worwlck.dc. 
gov. ukf 

royalpumprooms 


around 
the 





: TOO HEARTS: LEGACY OF 
j WAR 

Bucks County Museum, 
Church Street, Aylesbury 
HP20 2QP, unfit 12th 
January (above) 

: The Embroiderers’ Guild 
: invited their members 
; to take part in the 
i commemoration of the 
: ending of World War 


One by stitching three 
[ dimensional hearts. The 
design could depict any 
' aspect of the war from the 
battlefields, ships, planes, 

: military insignia, war horses 
to specific events or the 
: experiences of a family 
- member or friend who 
took part in the war. This 
; exhibition is a chance to 
: see these intricate and 
J evocative pieces of work 
all done in fabric and 
thread that commemorate 
this historic event. The 
I Bucks County Museum 
r display also includes 
■ photographic portraits 
; of men and women from 
Bucks whose lives were 
: affected by the war. 

w ww. b ucks county muse um . 
: org 



SPELLBOUND 

Ashmoiean Museum, Oxford , urrFi/ 6fh January (above) 

This Is your lost chance to explore the history of magic 
over eight centuries in this immersive and thought- 
provoking exhibition. The intriguing objects on display 
show how our ancestors used magical thinking to 
cope with the unpredictable world around them. They 
range from the fantastical and macabre (a unicorn's 
horn, a human heart encased in lead), the beautiful 
and mysterious (exquisitely engraved rings to bind 
a lover and medieval books of ritual magic), to the 
deeply moving confessions of women accused of 
witchcraft. 

www.ashmo/ean.org 
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RACHEL CRONIN 

The Milt Arts Centre, 
Banbury, until 27th January 
(below) 

Driven by an instinctive 
response to the landscape, 
Rachel's work explores two 
very different environments; 
the wildness of mid Wales 
and the gentle, verdant 
beauty of Oxfordshire. 
Mist-soaked mountains 
contrast with the tranquillity 
of a local autumn in an 
exhibition of abstracted 
landscapes in watercolour 
and mixed media. 


FIRST WORLD WAR IN ART 

Herbert Art Ga//ery and 
Museum, Coventry, until 3rd 
March (below) 

To mark the centenary of 
the end of the First World 
War the Art since 1900 
gallery will feature a display 
of associated works from 
the Herbert's collection. 

The display includes work 
by contemporary artists like 
Barbara Walker together 
with work by artists from the 
period of the war, including 
William Roberts and Eric 
Kennington. 


NATURE OF THE BEAST 


: www.themj7iartscentre.co.uk 


w w w. f h eh erbert . org 


Sarah Wiseman Gallery, 40-41 South Parade, 

Summertown , Oxford 0X2 7JL, t2th January - 9th February 
(above) 

Nature of the Beast is a group exhibition of artists whose 
work looks to nature and its darker edge. Each of the 
selected artists work in a variety of media, including 
painting and photography. In rich earthy tones, 
creatures both domesticated and wild are shown in a 
new light. Artists exhibiting include, amongst others; Rory 
Carnegie's photographic prints from an ongoing series 
of animals entitled 'Long Ago and Far Away' and Abigail 
Reed who has turned her attention to moths, drawing 
them in huge scale in charcoal. 

www.wisegal.com 


POP ART IN PRINT 

Banbury Museum, 

Casf/e Quay, 

Banbury, unh7 March 
(right) 

Featuring work 
by Andy Warhol, 

Roy Lichtenstein, 

Damien Hirst and 
more. Drawn from 
the outstanding 
collection of Pop Art 
graphics from the 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London, 
this exhibition 
showcases work 
by iconic artists 
of the 60s and 
70s alongside 
contemporary artists 
influenced by the modern 
age's most important 
art movement. Vibrant, 
sexy and very much of 
the moment. Pop Art 
reflected a fascination with 
celebrities and brands. 



Pop artists recognised 
the potential of prints to 
communicate ideas quickly 
and cheaply, creating art 
■ which both mirrored and 
; critiqued the American 
; . Dream, 




Mallams 

1788 


Free Valuation Mornings 
at Mallams Auctioneers 


Oxford 

Jewellery & Silver 
Valuations 
Tuesday mornings 
Ely appointment 

lOpm-lpm 


Cheltenham 

Every Tuesday 
Bam-tpim 
no ^ppdnbnont 
necessary 


Abingdon 

please oall far 
further detais 


BuTfOrd 

Every Friday morning 
&.3QarrVl£.3Qpm 
im appointment 
necessary 


CHB.TBHJHAM 
Goi. era '■ J —-- 
ib Sl-vei 

□dirlian 

IJCulvL'MV iy a Si 2SQ 

01242:135712 

Fta. 01242 241043 


BUFFO RD 

2u'*j VauMCiri Office 
i5 rtfcmv Si near 

Orfyoove 0*lS 4S\ 
rrtooB manna 



FOUR SIIIRES JANUARY 201 9 


31 

























with Barry Whitehouse of The Artery 

Parson's Street, Banbury 
www.thearteryonline.co.uk 

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU... 

Have you made a resolution to do more art? 

You will find this resolution much easier to keep if you 
attend o local art group. Talking to many of my students, 
they alt find it hard to find the time to be creative at 
home. They often feel guilty that they should be doing 
other things around the house, and will always postpone 
their art for 'another day'. This situation can be made far 
worse If you do not have your own art room. Continually 
packing and unpacking materials is very time consuming! 



Don't worry if you think you're too inexperienced to go 
to art classes - many are in exactly the same position. 
Besides, classes are there to help you improve. Many art 
shops and art education centres like The Artery, will hold 
classes on evenings, mornings, afternoons, weekdays. 


and weekends. We are extremely fortunate in the Four 
Shires area to have so many art clubs, groups, classes, 
and a wide variety of artists willing to share their skills. 

So sign up to an art class or group near you, and tick off 
that resolution from your list! 



TS Fine Art 

nuTUTr.-fF. Iti/wn 




Cote field saleroom* 
Oxford road 
Botlkote. 0\15 4aq 


25 th & 26 th 


Approx. 2000 Lots over three days 

A Private single owner collection nf airgutui. Arms and Mtliluria 
A large private eiilleution of Oriental url & ceramics. 

Fine art including a good selection of old master Painting* 
Furniture, Antiques 20"' uentur* design, Jeweller*,. Textiles. Carijets. 


wwwjsfineart.co.uk 

Telephone- 01295 2"24SS Email- enquiriesjsflneartro.uk 

You i an also follim ms 011 Face hook and I us tag raid 

fi'jsflnejrft 



ART SURGERY 

Don't hove The January 
blues... 

Using the right blue paint 
can make an amazing 
difference to a painting. 

In most landscapes, blue is 
the dominant colour and 
is present either on its own, 
or in many mixes. 


eerie feel. 

Often called 
the first of the 'modem' 
pigments. 

Autumn and Spring Blues: 
Cerfuean blue (sometimes 
known as Coeruleum) is 
a light green blue that 
shades pale cold skies 
often seen even on the 


Wintry Blues: Prussian 
blue is the perfect blue 
for winter scenes, it is a 
dark, green-based blue 
and gives a very cold or 


sunniest of autumn or 
spring evenings. The name 
comes from a derivative 
of the Latin caelulum 
meaning 'heaven' or 'sky 1 . 
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Summer Blues: Cobo/f 
b/ue. Available since the 
early 1800s and originally 
designed as a cheaper 
alternative to Ultramarine, 
Cobalt Blue is the most used 
blue for painting skies. It was 
in fact Vincent van Gogh’s 
favourite blue to use. 

Sma/f, a colour made 
from cobalt blue glass was 
around as early as the 
middle ages, but wasn't 
very stable. 

PfifbaJoeyanme blue is a 

modern pigment which 
has been available since 
the t930s. It is sometimes 
known as Intense Blue. It Is 
a vibrant, staining bright, 
green-blue colour and Is 
perfect for tropical skies and 
seas. When diluted though, 
it can mimic the tones 
created with Cerulean. 

Lf/framerrine b/ue is the 

oldest of blue pigments 
used today. Sometimes 
known as French 
Ultramarine, or by its original 
name Lapis Lazuli, it was first 
mined in Afghanistan 6,000 
years ago. It is a natural 
purple-blue made from the 
Lapis Lazuli stone and was 


first used by the Ancient 
Egyptians in jewellery and 
ground into paint. Since 
the 19th century however 
nearly all Ultramarine paint 
has been made artificially 
to keep costs down. The 
modern version Is almost 
unidentifiable against the 
original. 

Blue did not exist 

In fact, if wasn't until the 
Egyptians began using 
Lapis Lazuli in their art 
work, that civilisation had 
a name for the colour 
blue. In other words, the 
colour blue did not exist! 
Nowhere in any ancient 
writings was there a word 
for the colour blue. Even 
the writer Homer described 
the sea as ‘wine-dark'. 

If you think about it, 
blue doesn’t really exist 
in nature - flowers are 
generally more purple 
[even bluebells are not 
blue), blue eyes are rare. 

It stands to reason then, 
that anything we call blue 
now, was considered as 
either a shade of purple or 
green, two colours more 
dominant in the natural 
world. 


Scientists have studied this 

Scientists have visited tribes 
where there has been no 
previous outside human 
contact. 

They showed them a colour 
wheel with shades of green, 
with one shade of blue. They 
then asked the tribes people 
to pick out the odd colour. 
They couldn’t do it; to these 
tribes people, blue was just 
another shade of green! 

Our knowledge of language 
decides which colours we 
can see 

It is fascinating to think how 
important language is to 
the development of our 
understanding of colour. 

Until there is a word for 
something. It doesn't really 
exist in Its own right. If you 
think of the language and 
the words associated with 
colour, a child can see only 
red, blue, yellow, orange, 
purple, green, black, and 
white. 

These are the only colours 
they are taught, the colours 
of the rainbow and so on. 

It isn’t until the child grows 
older and their language 
develops, that they then 


plum, aubergine, and so on. 
Pink becomes magenta, 
cerise, coral, salmon etc. 

It isn’t that these colours 
didn’t exist before, they 
were just lumped into one 
label which they colour 
understand more easily. 

So it could therefore be 
argued that artists l see p 
more colours than anyone 
else, because they have 
a greater vocabulary to 
identify subtle shades. 

One only need look a! the 
wide variety of white paint 
available to an artist- zinc, 
titanium, mixing, flake; or 
white paper available in 
shades of snow white, high 
white, ice white, super 
white, polar white, cotton 
white, and sot white! 

So nothing is black and 
white in the art world! • 



begin to 
see a wider 
range of 
colour: purple 
becomes lilac, lavender. 



using uHiamarlne 
and c&rul&an 


us/ng uf fra marine 
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Luton blast cracked 
St Giles' new stone floo 

from the Four Shires archives, May 2006 
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I: Tfifs stunning window is flie newest 
and mast innovative In Hie church. it is 
dedicated to Countess Kenmare , who 
spent much of her fife in South Africa 

2 and 3: The inferior of St Giles looking 
towards the tower, showing ftie smart 
new floor (and right) looking through 
the nave into the chancet 



D on't you just love Et - yet another 
Four Shires vfllage which is split over 
what it should be colled. This time It's 
Bletchingdon or Bletchington, so you pays 
your money and takes your choice. The 
Domesday Book favours the *d T as does 
Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, but there's still a fair 
number of tocal people who favour the T. 

We take no sides in this important Issue, but 
we are grateful the village Is there because 
it has the attractive St Giles Church, and 
of course the magnificent park building 
alongside. 

With a large car park, the recently 
modernised building in a tovely setting has 
a tot to recommend if. Perhaps because it's 
quite near to Oxford (you can see the old 
cement works out of the train from London 
to Birmingham), the building has to be kept 
locked. But don't be put off because you 
can get a key from two of the keyhofders not 
far away. 

My first impression was that the stone floor 
was newly laid, gloriously flat, and that 
there was a light oak panelled kitchen, 
washroom and toilet on the left of the 
tower - a Millennium project funded partly 
by a legacy from Muriel Hodgman, and by 
parishioners. However, recently, a long crack 
was discovered in the centre of the floor by 
the tower leading towards the nave, and 
the congregation believes that it was as a 
result of the massive explosion at the Luton 
oil refinery, appearing immediately after the 
conflagration. 

Bletchingdon lost many of its sons in the two 
world wars of the last century and there are 
two fine memorials, on either side of the 
tower wall. Most famous was the Hon. Arthur 
Annesley, Captain in the 10th Royal Hussars, 
who died in November 1914, aged 34, who 
fetl in the momentous early battle of Ypres. 

He had been awarded the Delhi Durbar 
Medal and was the son of fhe 1 Ith Viscount 
Valentia, who commanded the Queen's 
Own Oxfordshire Hussars. Among the others 
commemorated are Petty Officer Harvey 
Bateman, who served on HMS Eden, L/Cpl 
Ernest Taylor of the 1 st/4th Battn Oxf and 
Bucks LI, who lost his life in Italy in an attempt 
to rescue a wounded comrade, and Boy 1st 
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Class Henry Willie Collet on HMS Bulwark. 

The 1939-45 War records Fit Sgt Royal 
Charles Carton, the son of BietchingdorVs 
Stationmaster at the time. Stoker Arthur 
Holton, who died aged 23 on HMS Nile, 
and Gunner Alan Howe of the Royal Horse 
Artillery, commemorated at Benghazi War 
Cemetery. 



- although the earliest parts of the building 
remaining are now from the 13th century. Of 
course there are many to the Annesley family 
[the Viscounts Valentia), and to the Coghills, 
and a couple to the Bowlbys - one is a simple 
wooden battlefield cross to Capt Geoffrey 
Vaux Bowlby who was a Captain in the Royal 
Horse Guards, killed in action in 1915. 




It recalls a tragedy for the Ruck -Keene 
family. Francis was a Lieutenant in the RN 
on HM Submarine Upholder; Charles was a 
Lieutenant (A) on HMS Dipper, and John was 
a Pilot Officer flying bombers with the RAF. All 
were the sons of Admiral William Ruck-Keene 
and his wife, Blanche, 

Two more military plaques on the south wall 
are to Lt James Annesley RN who died in 
1822, and to Francis Annesley a Lieutenant 
in the 24th Regiment of Light Dragoons who 
died at Bangalore in East India, in 1811. 

In the 13th century chancel - the oldest 
part of the building there is an impressive 
monument recording yet another tragic 
occurrence, this time to Thomas, son 
and heir of Henry CoghilL who died 
when he was only three in 1628, and 
to Elizabeth, the eldest daughter, 
who was only five also in 1628, and 
John, the eldest son of Henry who was 
the Squire of Bletchingdon and he 
died just four years old in 1628, As a 
footnote there’s another tittle panel to 
Faith, Henry’s second daughter who 
died in May 1630. 

There are many other memorials, all 
well worth looking at in the chancel 
and scattered around this church 
[the building may date from 1074) 


A fascinating remnant of stone is in the floor 
of the tower and piecing together the few 
words remaining suggests the memorial was 
to Major Jones 1 733, and Brigadier Jones 
1734 who appears to have served in Ireland, 
with the Duke of Marlborough, in Portugal 
and Spain, and who could have been in the 
Royal Fusiliers. 

In the Domesday Book Bletchingdon is held 
by Alwig the Sheriff, a servant of the King, and 
there was land for 12 oxen to plough, and 
two slaves. There was a mill which rendered 
7s6d [a very large sum of money) plus three 
acres of meadow. It was worth 40 shillings, 
and someone called Manasses bought the 
land from Alwig without the king’s leave! »> 




4: The Cogfiiif 
monument which 
records the death of 
four infants within two 
years of each other 

5: Another Coghilt 
monument in the 
chanceJ, dating from 
1699 
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Luton blast cracked St Giles' new stone floor 




6: The cettic cross 
dedicated to Capi the 
Hon Arthur Anraes/ey, 
JOfh Soya/ Hussars 

7: This fine 17th century 
painting of St Peter and 
the cock is in the schoot 
of Ribera (1588 to 1656) 
and it was given to St 
Giles by Rev D.G.DaWes, 
Rector in 1946 

8; rhe Jacobean pufpft 
piaced on the stone 
steps. Below is the 
organ made by Forster 
and Andrews of HuH In 
1387. The keyboard was 
from Leighton Organs of 
Wing, Leighton Buzzard 

9: The fine stone reredos 
in the cJianceJ 





Although part of the church dates from the 
13th century. It was, like so many in the Four 
Shires, heavily restored in 1878 from plans 
made in 1869 by Charles Buckeridge. Part 
of a blocked lancet window remains In the 
north wall, there's a south window dated 
around 1300, and a Norman lintel carved 
with a star Ensquare pattern. 

The south porch has a hood with rosettes at 
each end which was built In 1695, Just inside 
the door is a perpendicular water stoup 
(piscina?) with a clnquefolled head. There's 
another piscina in the chancel which has a 
simple Norman hood. 

The pulpit is a splendid piece of Jacobean 
carving, and the bench ends in the north 
aisle are also Jacobean. 

Although Henry VIII, as head of the Church 
of England in place of the Pope, in 1547 
required the then incumbent, the Rector 
Edward Hilton to remove all the images 
and see that the walls were llmewashed, 
a fragment of what was an interesting wall 
painting remains on the north side of the 
chancel. 

In the 17th and early 18fh century there 
was a great vogue for decorations on 
monuments to remind people what life was 
all about - cherubs and skulls - and there are 
plenty of those in the chancel. 

Plaques which say good things about 
Rectors, dating from the 17th century are 
worth a read. There's a great deal of stained 
glass, ranging from bog standard Victorian 
mass produced (or what passed for mass 
production in that century) to one on the 
north wall of the chancel which has definite 
pre- Raphaelite influence, and one in the 
south wall of the nave which is modern and 
innovative. 

The latter (my favourite) Is a finely coloured 
depiction of an elephant, lion, leopard, 
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impalo, ibis and other African animals with St 
Francis. It is dedicated to Countess Enid, wife 
of the 6th Earl of Kenmare, and it was put 
there by Lard Watermark and his sister. 

The Edwardian Algernon Annesley window 
commemorates the youngest son of 1 Oth 
Viscount Valentia, who died in 1908: and 
there’s a large pastoral window in the 
east end of the north aisle and this is also 
dedicated to Viscount Arthur, another 
member of the Valentia line. 

There is yet another window to Arthur and his 
wife r Eleador, dedicated by their son, Sydney 
Annesley. 

The colourful east window shows knights 
subdued by angels, and hidden away in the 
vestry is a double light window depicting 
Faith and Charity dedicated to Altisidora 
Annesley. One of the windows with simple 
diamond coloured glass is high in the south 
wall. 

Captain Arthur Annesley of the 10th 
Royal Hussars killed in the Great War is 
commemorated by a window with St 
Alban, St Michael, and St Martin, all dressed 
martially. 



Certainly ecclesiastically, St Giles attracted 
some top notch clerics. Hugh de Welles 
who was rector in 1228 went on to be 
Bishop of Lincoln, Walter Bell (1421-1426) 
became Provost of Queen's College, as was 
Christopher Potter 1642 who was Chaplain in 
Ordinary to King Charles I before he resigned. 
Back serving the Stuarts was John Mill who 
was Chaplain to King Charles 91. There were 
many Fellows of Queen’s College, and 
George Orange Balleine, 1868-1885, who 
later became Dean of Jersey. 

There's obviously a keen team of bellringers 
at S! Giles, as the records of celebration 
peals show in the tower, and it comes as no 
surprise, considering how well the church 
is kept, that there is a special corner in 
the churchyard dedicated entirely to wild 
flowers, and very pretty if is too. • 


JO: T7ie remains of one 
of ttie wolf paintings that 
probably covered the 
waifs of St Gi/es before 
the Reformation. This 
one is a monument/n 
the chancel 
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NEW YEAR, NEW YOU 





STARTS SATURDAY 5TH JAN 2019 

UP TO 70%OFF! 

Visit our Emporium or online WWW.NELLIEANDDOVE.COM 

Marketplace, Deddington, Oxfordshire 0X15 05E 
free parking, amazing bargains and over 1000 sq. ft of retail heaven:} 


Nellie and Dave: 
Market Place, 
Deddington 
0X15 OSE 


left: clothes from 
Nellie and Dove 

above: Dual 
Evil Eye Hoop 
pierced 
earrings, multi 
coloured 


with rose 
gold 
plating, 
£59, 
Swarovski 


MAKE A START WITH YOUR 
WARDROBE ESSENTIALS 

Helen Spencer of Nellie and Dove 
gives us her top five items that will 
make life easy when you open your 
wardrobe: 

Jeans: Quality denim will last so if is 
wise to invest In a good pair. Freeze 
them instead of washing* This is 
Donna Ida's lop tip and Is also better 
for the environment. 'Mos Mosh‘, 
£100, or ’Donna IDA 1 , £150, are our 
favourites. 


NELLIE&DOVE 
menswear | womenswear 

jewellery | shoes | home | gifts 


new year, new yo 

give yourself a great new 2019 style 
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YEAR. NEW 




Shape straighter leg (not 
too loose or fight) and flares 
complement a curvier figure, 
while skinny or funky flares will 
flatter a slimmer figure. 

Choose from either a classic 
shirt or 1-shirt shape top. If you opt 
for one in a fancy fabric you will 
be able to wear it in the day or out 
in the evening. 

[ Look for a style that follows 
your shape without being too 
tight. Above or below the knee is 
a personal choice. V-neck and 
slit neck will be more flattering 
on curvier, larger busts. A petite 
frame may nod towards an 
Audrey Hepburn’s style with boat 
necks looking glam. ’Odd Molly 1 
has perfected flattering dresses 
in both plain and patterns. Fuller 
figures wilt be complemented by 
smaller prints. 

Smart fro When your jeans 
^ don’t suit the occasion, have 
a pair of classic trousers to go 
^ to. Opt for comfortable, yet smart, 
^ flat front with a side zip trousers as 
__ these are super flattering. Stretch 
linens are fabulous and there ore 
often plenty of colours to choose 
from - *120% Lino 1 have a lovely 
design for these and vibrant 
colours. 

Choose a simple tailored 
jacket that is not too fancy, stick 
with a classic shape in a timeless 
fabric. Pick a neutral colour that 
will coordinate with both your tops 
and dress. 

Final Add a funky scarf, bag, 
shoes and jewellery to personalise 
^ your looks. 


raw** 
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mam image: clothing from White Company, £995 


right, from top: navy blue, double flute sleeved, dress, 
£36, Wallis; blue mid wash high waist super skinny Hallie 
Jeans, £25.99, Mew Look 

VSBp left: shoes from Nellie and Dove 
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touches 


Accessories can make or break 
your look, so pick colours that 
will go with everything in your 
wardrobe, or soft colours that 
will tone in easily. 

If you favour a classic look for 
your overall wardrobe, add 
some pazzazz with a funky 
hat, chunky boots or 
unusual jewellery. 

-r i 

When It comes to your . ^ 

bag, choose something 
smart with a twist, like 
contrasting colours or a 
statement buckle and you'll 
always feel 'finished' when you 
walk out of the door. 


below: tall slouchy suede boots, 
around £71, and suede knot-tie 
booties £44.99, both from Gap 

main image: hat, top and Jeans, 
alt from Monsoon 


from fop: Morrigan beaded 
tassel drop earrings, £26, 
Oliver Bonas; two-tone 
brushed scarf, £IS and faux 
fur capped gloves, £14, 
both Accessorize; red bag, 
£45, i by Jasper Conran at 
Debenhams; red faux croc 
satchel bag, £25.99, Mew 
Look; tan boots, £16 from 
Primark 
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MENSWEAR TO HIRE OR PURCHASE 


menswear marvels 


Sports Jacket: A casual 
lounge jacket that Es 
designed to be warn without 
matching trousers, these 


If you are looking to revamp your 
wardrobe this New Year then Henry's 
in Banbury offers quality menswear 
for gentlemen from 15 to 90 years old. 

Here are five wardrobe essentials 
that will make great additions to any 
man's wardrobe. 

Suit: A good quality suit can be used 
for any occasion, be it for work a 
wedding, a funeral or social function. 
By investing in one quality piece 
that can be dressed up with a fancy 
shirt and tie or dressed down with a 
smart t-shlrt, you will never be without 
something to wear, no matter what 
the occasion. 

Chinos: Smart yet casual trousers that 
come in many colours. They offer a 
great alternative to a suit trouser If 
your function is a less smart affair. 

They can be dressed up easily with a 
leather belt and smart shirt. These are 
the ultimate mix l n' match wardrobe 
essential. 


Jeans: Available in every fit 
and style, a qualify pair of 
jeans Es a must, A good pair 
will last for years and offer 
the ultimate in 'dress down' 
or 'dress up' functionality. 
Paired with smart shoes 
and shirt they can work 
with a smart/casual look or 
alternatively paired with a 
t-shirt and trainers - a more 
relaxed feel. 


HENRY'S 

OF BANBURY 


Stack Lobmdor 
embroidered socks, five 
pock, £12, and Barbour 
Readhead Lace Chukka 
boats £125, 
both Next 


multicoloured 
striped scarf, 
£16. and 
black leather 
reversible belt. 
£20, both from 
Debenhams 


were traditionally created to wear 
for sporting purposes but have found 
popularity as a gentleman's staple for 
their versatility. 

Waistcoat: Gaining resurgence in 
popularity since Gareth Southgate 
chose to wear one of these instead 
of a traditional suit jacket during 
the World Cup, a waistcoat can 
come in many designs, fabrics and 
styles. It is a great way to show your 
personality and can work for almost 
any occasion. 


top right, right and 
befow: clothing and 
accessories from 
Hemys in Banbury, 
52 High Street, 
Banbury 0X16 5JJ 


for right: Bear 
d Oak’ leather 
briefcase. £66 from 
Debenhams 


52 High Street, Banbury Oxon OX 16 5j] 

01295 25 f 044 

www. hen rys ofban bury.com 
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esf fhe nahon 


hroughout the educational 
years children will be expected 
to take part In any number of 
tests, exams and assessments as 
agree with It or not, this Is the way 
the education system monitors our 
children to make sure that they are 
on the right track and achieving 
their full potential, writes Cathy 
Stack. 

My almost seven year old son will be 
sitting his first SATs papers In May and 
even my four year old daughter is 
constantly assessed and re-assessed 
to make sure that she Is following 
the ’average' for her age. For the 
most part this does appear to work 
well but it can leave a lot of parents 
very stressed out, and with fraught 
children who don't really know how 
to handle what is put before them. 

We have covered previously helping 
children in secondary and higher 
education but how can we help our 
Primary School aged children get 
the most from their early days in 
education and also the tests within 
them? 

FOUNDATION STAGES 

Nursery and Reception 

Both of my children went 
to the local nursery 
from three years 
old and this proved 
to be invaluable 
with helping them 


reach their 
developmental 
markers. Even 
at this early 
stage we were 
encouraged 
to engage 
with reading, 
writing and 
mathematical 
tasks with our 
children. 

Read with 
your child often, talk about the story 
and ask questions like ’why did he 
do that or what do you think she was 
feeling?’ 

Start letter recognition, pointing 
out letters and words on toys. In 
books or even road signs can help. 
Encourage pen control and letter 
formation and name writing. 

• took at numbers together and 
notice any patterns in them. Count 
up to and down from 20 (or further 
if your child Is able} and you could 
start simple sums. You could 
use groups of toys for this. 

pM \ x 

Years One and Two 



KEY STAGE 1 


r f t 


ft l 


t mentioned that my 
seven year old son ^ 
will be taking his first 
SATs assessments 
In May. We have 
already had a meeting 
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with the school to discuss this and It 
put my mind at rest. I was wondering 
how we can prepare our seven year 
old for such an academic test. What 
was discussed was reassuring. We 
were told that the class would work 
on test papers throughout the year 
so that they are used to reading and 
writing In a similar way and It will not 
be a surprise to them when given a 
booklet that looks so formal. When 
It comes to taking the actually SATs 
the school wilt not make a big deal 
of them and they will be placed Into 
their ’normal’ day, as the practice 
papers are. 

Preparing for Key Stage 1 SATs: 

At the end of any reading time 
ask questions about what has 
just been read. Ask your child to 
find evidence which supports the 
point they have just made about 
the story. 

When solving maths problems your 
child will be expected to show their 
working out so practice this so that 
they can show not only the answer but 
also the way in which they got to It. 

Make sure they are as confident 
with their times tables and spelling 
of words as they possibly can be. 
Regular spellings and times tables 
sheets from school will help with 
this. 

Download test papers to practice 
at home. 

KEY STAGE 2 

Years Three - Six 

This Key Stage encompasses the most 
years in the primary school journey 
and ultimately leads to the second 
lot of SATs which take place In Year 
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Six and will In turn place them in their 
respective learning groups when they 
start Secondary School education. 
There may even be the chance for 
your child to sit the 11 Plus If you have 
Grammar schools in the local area. 
Equally If you are looking at private 
education there may be entrance 
exams to be taken. 

Preparing Your Child for Year Six 
SATs: 

O Work out a timetable that suits 
your child. Your child’s teacher 
should give you an Indication of how 
much time you should be putting 
Into preparing for SATs at home, but 
be guided by your child when you're 
working out a revision timetable. 
Some children prefer a little and 
often approach, doing 10 or 20 
minutes work a day; others prefer 
to get stuck Into a longer revision 
session on a Saturday morning for 
example. 

Working on sample papers is an 
important part of revision and helps 
children get used to the format of the 
tests, but don’t make these the sole 
focus of your child's preparation, 
instead, try to offer variety In the 
form of revision guides and practice 
worksheets, and Include some more 
practical tasks like going shopping 
and estimating the cost of the Items 
In your trolley. 

Use revision guides. Make sure 
that you are working from up to 
date revision guides as these will 
reflect the current and ever evolving 
curriculum. 

Work on mental maths. Calculators 
aren’t allowed In Maths SATs, so 
it’s vital to make sure your child's 
mental maths skills are up to scratch. 
One of the most important things you 
can do is help your child become 


really secure in their times tables, 
as this underpins so much of the 
knowledge that Is needed for the 
maths papers. 

Track their progress. All children 
like to see that they’re making 
progress, so involve them In marking 
their own practice papers, times 
tables and spelling tests and then 
recording the results. 

Practise working under pressure. 
With strict time limits it's important 
that your child gets used to working 
at speed. Even some very able 
children may find it difficult to pace 
themselves well, so get them used to 
working against the clock. 

Combine Independence and 
support. Your child needs to be able 
to work Independently when they're 
preparing for SATs but they also 
need your support, so try to achieve 
a balance when you’re revising at 
home. If your child has completed 
their homework independently, ask 
them to note down any areas of 
confusion so they can ask you and 
their teacher for support In these 
areas. 

Build in down time. SATs are 
important, but preparing for the 
tests shouldn't take over your childs 
life. Encourage them to continue 
with hobbies that they enjoy and 
have at least one day a week that’s 
completely free from school work. 

Preparing to Take the 11 Plus 

Many families who live near grammar 
schools may choose for their child 
to sit the 11 Plus, an exam, which if 
passed will mean your child will gain 
access to one of these schools. 

Make sure the school you are 
trying for will really be right for your 
child. Think carefully about which 
schools you want to try for, think 

about travelling 
distances and how 
those schools will 
fit in with your life. 
Giving children 
a good balance 
between work and 
other activities is 
essential if they 
are to perform to 
the best of their 
ability. Remember 
a selective school 
will not be right for 
every child. 




Concentrate on core Maths and 
English skills. There Is no harm In 
starting early (in years three or four 
for Instance) as long as the principal 
focus of your effort is on core Maths 
and English skills. Reading every 
day, making sure times tables skills 
are absolutely rock solid or doing a 
little mental maths or spelling work 
each week are classic examples 
of work that will prepare for 11 Plus 
exams. 

Actively developing a wide 
vocabulary will be essential. One 
of the core reasons some children 
are successful in their 11 Plus exams 
and others are not is because some 
children have a wider vocabulary 
than others. Remember that a wide 
vocabulary is best developed over 
time: through reading, talking with 
adults at meal times and even 
through watching the television or 
listening to the radio. 

Private School Entrance Exams 

If you choose to send your children 
to private school then there is the 
possibility that they will have to sit 
an entrance exam before they are 
accepted. It is best to speak to the 
school/schools you are interested 
In your child attending to see what 
exams will be required. You can then 
plan for them and prepare your child 
In any areas they may struggle with. 

These are only a very few ways 
In which you can help your child 
navigate their primary school 
education and prepare them for their 
secondary school journey. The main 
thing to remember Is that every child 
learns differently and at their own 
pace. 

However we might feel about tests 
In primary school or education as 
a whole, It does makes sense to 
approach them in a positive way. 
After all, children will often mimic 
their parent’s habits and behaviours. 
If they see that you are passionate 
about their education hopefully they 
will be also. 

Q 
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Come and explore at our next 


Open morning 


Saturday 2nd March l ioam-12 midday 

\ 


V* 01280 700071 ^ registrar@beachborough.com 

Beachborough School, Westbury, Brackley, NN13 5LB 

www.beachborough.com ^ 



Follow our adventures 


# Feel i ng Adventu rous 
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MICHAELMAS TERM AT BLOXHAM 
SCHOOL 

The first term of the 2018-19 schoof 
year has seen a full and busy Bloxham 
School. Students tackle the ferocious 
pace head on r balancing a full 
timetable of lessons with a wide range 
of experiences and opportunities 
extending beyond the classroom. 

Students can choose from a wide 
range of sporting activities, from more 
traditional sports such as rugby and 
hockey, to country sports, including 
show jumping and clay pigeon 
shooting. Sporting success has been 




found with a win at the British Vaulting 
Championship, with Urssie becoming 
the 2018 British Champion in the Child 
One Star category, and for Alfie who 
scored a try on his 
senior rugby debut for 
Wasps. 

This term also saw the 
schoof production 
of Coram Boy, a 
fantastic performance 
of a fast-moving and 
challenging play. 

Involving over one 
hundred students and 
a large number of staff 
across departments. Concerts were 
also held across the Michaelmas term, 
featuring music scholars and students 
within the string, wind, piano and vocal 
faculties. 


Students took part in Cherwell 
Democracy Challenge, with MR for 
North Oxfordshire, Victoria Prentis, 
and have had visits from a range of 
guest speakers including rugby league 
professional, Kevin Sinfield, rugby union 
player. Amber Reed and adventurer, 
Sarah Outen. 


Visit Bloxham School 


To find out more about Bloxham 
School, visit www.bloxhamschoof. 
com. The schoof organises open 

events throughout the year 
with bookings now being 
taken for a Whole School 
Open Morning on Saturday 
2nd March 2019. 



A modern first class reliable service for 
all your coaching needs 

s 


<2M 


J LI.Ji I i bJ-.p I lb h 


14-70 seat coaches available 





Bloxham School 

Co-educationaf Boarding and Day School for ages 11-13 


Join us at our next Open Morning 
on Saturday 2 nd March 2019 

Places for boarding, flexi-boarding & day 
Scholarships & bursaries available 


To register or for more information please call 
01295 724301 or email 
admissions@bloxhamschool.com 


Tel; 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury. OX16 4RZ 
\ www.cheneycoaches.co.uk travel@cheneycoaches.co.uk / 


www. bloxhamschool. com 
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THE SUNDAY TIMES 



WARWICK 


The Sunday Times West 
Midlands Independent 
B Secondary School of 

the Year 2019 



From 2019, King’s High 
School will move to its 
stunning new home. 

www.projectonecampus.co.uk 


a given tnat you can 
achieve anything” 


Emma-Jane, Head Girl 



LMO" 1 ' 1 . 

nnrfwini^rTf 

SdiucrfB 




Girls' 

School 

Association 



thk iNsnnrrK 

for RESEARCH 
in Schools 


www.kingshighwarwick.co.uk 

U ©KHSWarwick f @Kingshighwarwick © kingshighschoolwarwick 
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KING'S HIGH IS THE 
SUNDAY TIMES WEST 
MIDLANDS INDEPENDENT 
SECONDARY SCHOOL OF 
THE YEAR, 201? 

Richard Nicholson, Head 
Master of King's High, 
commented: "/am 
abso/t/Te/y dei/ghted for our 
girts. staff and parents. This 
is a tremendous accolade, 
recognising both the girls* 
achievements, and fhe all¬ 
round experience we offer." 

This year saw the girls 
achieve outstanding 
exam results. King's was 
ranked nationally 21 st for 
in dependent Girls ' Schools, 
and 49th of all Independent 
Schools, for A- Lev els, and 
31 st of all Independent 
Girls’ Schools for GCSEs. Girls 
divide 50-50 between going 
on to study STEM and arts 
subjects at university. King's 
has two recent 'old girls’ in 
Game of Thrones, This spring, 
girls organised a live link-up 
with an astronaut on the 
In fern a lion a/ Space Station. 
Head girl, Emm a-Jane Taylor 
Wafts says: "Gfrls at King's 
fake it as a given they can 
achieve anything." The 
Good Schools Guide 2018 
review says: "Who wouldn't 



want their daughters to be 
like this at 18?” 

The nomination comes at 
a momentous time in the 
school's 139-year history. 

In September 2019, King's 
moves lo its new King’s High 
school - with world-class 
tacilities for girls - alongside 
Warwick School, creating 
what has been called 'the 
best of both worlds - single- 
sex education for girts and 
boys, in o shored social 
environment,' and 'an 
education powerhouse for 
the Midlands .' 

Richard Nicholson 
commented: “Whilst we are 
fhritied that King's has been 
recognised in this way, we 
are not of all complacent. 
All that we do is focused 
an ensuring that we offer 
each of our giris the very 
best of educations. In a 
rapidly changing world , that 
remains our commitment." 







i 

‘iv-'TJ 

_ 

l 


SIBFORD STUDENT SELECTED TO JOIN 
TOP DEVELOPMENT SQUAD 

Sibford Sixth Form student Reuben Trotter 
has been selected to join the British 
Triathlon ENG [England Next Generation) Development 
Squad. 

Reuben is already a member of the South Central Triathlon 
Academy which regularly trains at Sibford Sc hoot. 

His selection is based upon his race performances in 2018, 
including his selection to race at the European Elite Junior 
race in the Netherlands in June. 

Triathlon Coach Scott Murray said: "As port of the ENG 

Development Squad[ Reuben will be invited to training 
camps led by Rick Velati the England Head Coach who has 
led fhe England frrafhlon team af the fast two Commonwealth 
Games. 

"Af fhe camps Reuben will be training alongside the ENG 
Performance athletes as well as the other ENG Development 

athletes. The Camps will be supported by 
Academy Coaches and English institute 
of Sport staff, such as physiotherapist and 
nutritionists, and Reuben wiil be able to 
access alt these support services." 

Reuben is the second South Central 
Academy athlete to make the ENG squad, 
following on from Katie Rodda who got 
invited to the squad last year and who has 
retained her place in it for 2019. 
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School 

www.sibfordschool.co.uk 

Sibford School offers an extensive, innovative and diverse 
education where pupils are encouraged to 'live adventurously" 

Day pupils age 3 ~ 13. Boarders (full r weekly & flexi) from age 11. 

Junior School Open Morning 

Friday 1 February 


Early Years Stay & Play Sessions 

Friday IS January & Friday 8 February 

Come and find out more about our provision 
for 3 and 4 year olds 

Pre-booking essential 


Tel 01295 781203 Sibford School OX15 SQL 
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EDUCATION 


WORK HARD, PLAY HARD, AND 
SERVE WELL 

Kingham Hill School, surrounded 
by idyllic Cotswold beauty, offers a 
secondary school experience fo girls 
and boys marked by nurturing pas fora I 
care and academic rigour. The clear 
Christian foundation is central to 
its ethos in the 21st century, and it 
welcomes pupils of all backgrounds 
info family-style boarding and day 
houses. GCSE and A level results are 
well above the national average, with 
a high proportion of leavers taking 
up places at Russell Group and other 
renowned universities in the US and 
Europe. 

The unofficial motto of KHS is r "Work 
hard, play hard, and serve we//." 

Outside of the classroom, the 
daily co-curricular programme is 
compulsory and includes a huge 
range of opportunities including 
sport music, drama, CCF, Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and a school farm. 

A STEM programme gives pupils from 
Year 7 a hands-on experience of 
engineering, robotics, electronics, and 
aeromodelling. 


The essence 
of a Kingham 
Hill education 
is rounded 
and servant- 
hearted personal 
development. 

The School 
prizes academic 
curiosity and a 
love of learning 
in the context 
of a classical 
liberal education, 
and promotes 
conservative 




family values. Above all is the belief 
that character is what really counts 
in life; the importance of resilience, 
good manners, respect, hard work, 
adaptability, a sense of humour, and 
a willingness to make the best of every 
opportunity. 

To meet current pupils and see the 
ethos of KHS at first hand, please 
contact our Registrar, Miss Helen 
McCrae, at registrar@kinghamhill.org, 
to arrange a personal visit. 



Rated in the 
top 5% nationally 
for value-added at 

A level 

DfE t 2018 


2nd February and 15th June 2019 

Day and boarding school for girts and boys aged 11-18 
Kingham, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, 0X7 6TH 

T: 01608 658999 or E: re@Strar@kinghamhi!!.Or^ to request a prospectus and arrange a visit 

www. kinghamh ill.org.uk 


Kingham Hill 


SCHOOI 
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EDUCATION 



FOSTERING WELL BEING 
AND RESILIENCE AT 
CARR DUS SCHOOL 

Head of Canrdus School 
Ed Way is passionate about 
the importance of having 
the school’s curriculum 
extended and enhanced 
through strong co-curricular 
provision, fostering well 
being and resilience in 
children from a young 
age. So much so, that 


everything that is planned at 
Canrdus follows The Carrdus 
Pathway 1 , a H driver' to all 
that the children do before, 
during and after school 

As he explains, "There is so 
much data regarding well 
being in children and the 
associated importance of 
teaching life skills in schools. 
Atony schools fa/k about 
the importance of these 
skills buf unless we all. 


os schools, actively plan 
concrete moments and 
opportunities for children 
to be challenged in terms 
of these building blocks, 
we cannot and will not be 
helping our young." 

At Carrdus, these moments 
take place throughout the 
school day, whether in a 
Maths lesson, a trip outside 
school, or even Karate 
Club at the start of the day. 
The Carrdus Pathway is a 
journey that every child at 
Carrdus makes, fostering 
high levels of confidence. 


resilience, independence, 
empathy, creativity and 
aspiration. 

Carrdus School, Banbury is a 
preparatory school for girls 
aged 3-11 years ond boys 
oged 3-8 years. 

To find out more about 
Carrdus and the Carrdus 
Pathway, please join us for 
our Open Morning on Friday 
8 March 2019 or come fa our 
Nursery Open Come and 
P!ay f session on Wednesday 
13th March 2019. 

www.carrdusschoof.co.uk 




Carrdus School Open Morning 

Friday 8 March 2019 10am -12 noon 
Girls 3-1 lyrs Boys 3-8yrs 


CARRDUS 

SCHOOL 


CARRDUS 

SCHOOL 


www.carrdusschool.co.uk - 01295 263733 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 



William Powell 

Schools Shooting CompeNlion 


W iJIiam Powell held their third 

Schools Shooting Competition 
recently at the Oxfordshire 
Shooting School with a record 21 
teams entering. 

The 60 bird sporting course over 
eight stands was designed to suit 
all abilities. Conditions were testing 
with a low autumnal sun and an 
intermittent breeze which picked up 
as the afternoon progressed. 

Senior High Team was won by 
Bloxham School Teddy Westaway- 
Christopher shooting the best 
score of the day and team mate 
Paddy McDonnell just behind after 
a four-way tie for second, meant 
count back rules were applied. 

Team runners-up Bredon School, 
were making their debut in the 
competition. 

Princethorpe College, also making 
their debut, won the Junior High 
Team with one of their guns, Jonti 
Spilman awarded the Junior High 
prize. Second place went to Bloxham 
Juniors. Millfield's James Hoddinot 
claimed individual second place. 

The Ladies High Team was won by 
Kings High Warwick one of whose guns, 
Chloe Goulbourne was Ladies High 
Gun runner-up. The High Gun was wan 
by Bredon 1 s Olivia Lowe. Cokethorpe 
Ladies claimed second place. 


William Powell Managing Director, 
Mark Osborne said u We are delighted 
that the competition continues to 
grow and develop, with a record 
number of teams and students. It's 
fantastic to see so many ta/enfed 
young guns demonstrating their ski// 
and clearly passionate about the 
sport " 

The provisional date for the Spring 
2019 competition is 8th May. 

For more details, please contact 
info@williampowell.com. 

J: Bredon School who won Senior Runner 
Up high Team, 164 points - Harrison 
Morton Device 39; Sam Motion 42: David 
Evans 37: Oiivia Lowe 46 

2: Princethorpe Coffege who won Junior 
High Team, 164 points - Ben KMan 45: 
Jonti Spifman 5f; Horry Bags bow 25; 

Rupert Hatton 43 

3: Cokethorpe who won Ladies Runner 
Up High Team* 92 - fsabeffe fCirdy 5J; 
Katherine Geraft 23: Harmati Berry 26: 
Alyssa Waner 17 

4: Kings High Warwick who won Ladies 
High Gun Team, J43 - Chiae Goulbourne 
44: Sophie Davies 3S; Elizabeth Organ 26; 
Cassie Goulbourne 

5: Bfoxftam who won the Senior High Gun 
Team - 19 r - Jonty Richmond Watson 44; 
Toby Staveriy Parker: Paddy Me Donnefl 
43: Teddy Westaway-Christopher 51 





The event was supported again 
by main sponsors Gamebore, who 
ensured all winners returned to their 
schools with slabs of Evo Sporting. 
Goodie Bags for every contestant 
included gifts from Alan Paine, Gun 
Trader and BASC. The day was hosted 
impeccably by the team at the 
Oxfordshire Shooting School. 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 




for he love 
of beagles 




l: Mark Whittaw; 2: The Whitfow family , Helen , Flossy, George 
and Mary: 3: Arthur Irvine , Thomas Gurney, Freddie Richards AIN 
Stowe Beagles and Harry Heathcote; 4: Christopher C/owes (MH 

of the Christchurch and Farley Hill Beagles) t 
Robed Thome and Refer Houghton Brown* 

5: lit Thame, He/en Whtttow and Rev Brian 


A special joint meet of the Stowe Beagles and the Christchurch 
and Farley Hill was held last month to remember and celebrate 
the life of Mark Whittow, the Provost Elect of Oriel College, Oxford. 
Mark was an inspiring tutor with on infectious enthusiasm for the 
post and a passionate interest in the beauty of the countryside 
which was inspired by his love of the beagles, 

A short service of Remembrance was conducted by the Rector of 
the Culwarth Benefice, The Reverend Brian Fairbanks 

The family,, many friends and farmers were there to show their 
respect for Mark. 


Toirbank; 6: Tanya Bodsdofna, Seb Jones, 
Dominic Prest: 7: Christopher Clowes (MH) t 
Thirza AH Khan, Faiysai A/nfChan and Seb 
Lac/au 
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Brickfield Barn 

Everdon, Northamptonshire 


A superb contemporary barn conversion with a range of farm 
buildings, a lake and circa 27. 55 acres (tl.15 hectares). 

Entrance hall living room, spacious kitchen, dining room, sitting room, 
study, master bedroom with dressing room and shower room, three 
further bedrooms and bathroom, guest bedroom and shower room. 

Highiy energy efficient (EPC rating 6] 

Two stores in outbuilding located within the courtyard, landscaped 
gardens, vegetable area and orchard, a set of modern farm buildings 
with concrete yard, two field shelters, delightful spring fed lake with 
central island, a series of well fenced paddocks with water. 

Fabulous country setting with fine views to the west 
over rolling countryside. 
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Fisher German, Banbury 
50 South Bar Street Banbury 0X16 9AB 

Banbury 01295 271555 
banburyagency@fishergerman.co.uk 
fishergerman.co.uk 
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fishergerman.co.uk 



FISHER 

GERMAN 




Woodford Hafse, Northamptonshire 



House and cottage with land 
and equine facilities 


- 3 bed house, adjoining 2 bed cottage 

■ 6 loose boxes, tack room, wash box 

- Further barn with 5 stables 

■ Horse-walker, manege, about 5.53 acres 

- EPC ratings D and E 


£ 


Guide price - £1,500,000 








Clifton, Oxfordshire 


Unique and stylishly converted chapel 

• Fabulous open countryside views 

- Vaulted sitting/dining room, 

* Bespoke kitchen 

- 3 double bedrooms, luxury bathroom 

■ Easy motorway/mainline train access 

- EPC rating D 



Guide price - £435,000 



Banbury 01295 271555 


Matthew Men 


Toby Harris. Jackie Sweetland 


Robert Russell 


Alison Wenham 
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home trends for 2019 


ChiAn/ 


h« Cirsa-1 Humii 


W ith every New Year comes a 
whole host of new style trends 
to either embrace whole 
heartedly or in part within our homes. 
This year it is all about embracing the 
cosmos, more scalloped edges, nude 
colours, concrete bathrooms, factory 
style taps, fish scale tiles and dark 
kitchens. 

Dark kitchens: One of the strongest 
style trends that will be coming 
through this year in modern kitchen 
design is the colour blue, and this can 
be traced from classic Shaker-style 
kitchens right through to the more 
chic and minimal ones. Whether 
it’s on walls, floors, cabinetry or 
splashbacks, blue has replaced grey 
as the go to colour. 

Constellations: Sophisticated 
astronomy will be on trend. Think 
zodiac patterns, star-strewn plates, 
galaxy murals, galactic surfaces and 
cosmic tile work. From subtle hints 
to ali-out tributes to the night sky, 
celestial motifs have been shooting 
across fashion and now it seems into 
interiors. 

Fringing: Fringing is the retro look 
that's back with a bang. This trend 


above Jeff: Orion consfeJfafion print, from £5, from Efsy 

above: Clonmel shaker kitchen in stone and Parisian bfue from Kitchen Sfori 


Jeff: Hawaiian fabric pafm free print Tiki mini fringed lampshade or chandelier shade 
by Quirky Home Decor, £46.95 from Efsy 


wltl be seen through accessories 
such as cushions, curtains, mirrors 
and lamps. 

Biass taps: Like a piece of jewellery, 
taps add the finishing touch to a 
bathroom or kitchen. On-trend brass 
taps add same welcome shine to 
pared-down concrete bathrooms, or 
give extra punch to timeless marble 
bathrooms. They’re not out of place 
in kitchens either. Brass taps offer a 
cool contrast to modern concrete 
workshops, and add warmth to 
minimalist white kitchens. 


Scallops and scales: From scalloped 
furniture to fish scale tiles and all 
things curved, wavy and ocean- 
inspired, the under the sea trend 
will be making a splash in the home 
throughout 2019. 

Nude: The latest interiors trend 
is barely there embracing warm 
and earthy neutrals. Far the past 
few years, grey has dominated 
the neutral Interiors palette. But 
sandy shades are back, and proving 
to be anything but boring. Think 
fleshy toned, earthy jute, canvas, 
wool and wood. 


Concrete bathrooms: Concrete 
is increasingly becoming the go 


Penny Blue 
peac ock 
feather print 
velvet cushion. 
E35-E50. from 
Rogged 
Rose 


to material for bathrooms. It's a 
functional utilitarian surface that 
gives a strong industrial feel, and it 
makes a particularly great choice for 
bathrooms thanks to both its strength 
and its versatility. New print and 
staining techniques allow you to use 
concrete as a blank canvas to have 
fun with, and it can be honed and 
polished down into a very smooth 
surface. 

Velvet: Sumptuously seductive, velvet 
beds and velvet sofas are some of 
the most covetable ways to bring this 
on trend look to the home. 

These are just a few of the many 
trends that we will see popping up 
around the home over the next year. 
As always it is up to the individual as 
to whether you choose to embrace 
some, all or none of the "on trend' 
looks for this year but if you do 
choose to then there will be some 
great options out there to choose 
from. • 
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Kitchens | Bedrooms | Panelling | Libraries | Studies 

We all have a vision of our perfect kitchen; traditional or modern, rustic or 
minimalist. No matter where you are, Fraser James Furniture is the natural choice. 

At Fraser James, we can make your vision a reality. Everything is hand finished 
and checked, doing that little extra to ensure a high quality product. 

01327 315037 

www.fraserjamesltd.co.uk 


















HOMES AND INTERIORS 




anniversary 



R enowned bespoke 
handmade furniture 
company Fraser James 
Furniture will be celebrating 
their 20th birthday this 
year. Since forming in 1999 r 
Fraser James has grown, 
now employing over 
30 supremely talented 
craftsmen. With order 
books filling up here in 
the UK and overseas, the 
team are looking forward 
to another 20 years of very 
exciting work ahead of 
them. 

The family run company 
based in Staverton, 
Northamptonshire has 
built up an enviable 
reputation for both their 
work and products as well 
as their customer care, 
which, as detailed in their 
many testimonials, really is 
second to none. 

During their 20 years, Fraser 
James has perfected 
their handmade furniture, 
creating and installing over 


1500 kitchens, libraries, 
studies, panelled rooms 
and individual pieces for 
discerning clientele all over 
the world. These clients know 
they want the very best 
product and appreciate 
beautiful natural wood, 
traditional craftsmanship 
and exceptional customer 
service. 

Peter O'Neill has been the 
driving force behind Fraser 
James for the past 20 years. 
Since forming the company 
in 1999, he has worked 
hard to build an excellent 
reputation for his product 
as well as fostering client 
satisfaction. 

Fraser James has a real 
passion for what they do 
and haw they do it; always 
aiming to please clients 
whether they are based 
locally or further afield. 

Over the years Fraser 
James has worked on 
some wonderful projects 
across Britain and overseas. 



1 J7RASE3R JAMES 


Bespoke Handmade Furniture 

www fraserjamesltdi co uk 




including the United States, 
the Middle East, Europe 
and across the Caribbean. 

Part of the Fraser James 
ethos includes everyone 
working together to please 
their clients. Whether it 
is one of our trademark 
fully fitted kitchens, free 
standing furniture pieces 
or room panelling, they 
promise a ‘hassle-free' 
guarantee on all their work. 

Fraser James prides 
itself that every piece of 
furniture is made from raw 
timbers, by one of their 
own carpenters, in one of 
their three workshops in 
Northamptonshire. It is then 
delivered and fitted by 
their own team of excellent 
and experienced fitters. 

What makes Fraser James 
different is that they 


guarantee a personal 
service from their in-house 
designers to their project 
managers, who will deal 
with and oversee every 
project. They have pride 
in their work, along with 
a flexible attitude. Most 
importantly they strive to 
be friendly, polite, pleasant 
people to deal with - after 
all it's the relationships that 
are built and the referrals 
they generate that keep 
the business healthy. 

Pete's motto is: "Voir 
are on/y os good as 
your workforce, M and he 

believes he has the best 
and most complete team 
he has ever had. 

Finally, Fraser James would 
like to wish their previous 
and current clients, family 
and friends a prosperous 
and healthy New Year. • 
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Your home is probably your biggest investment - and most valuable asset, 
You want to be sure that your home insurance protects what matters most. 


FOCUS is one of the largest - and most respected 
- firms of Independent Insurance Consultants in 
Oxfordshire and the surrounding region. 

Every home is different, and every person's possessions 
are unique. Many people have little understanding of 
how valuable their household contents are. Take into 
consideration both purchases and gifts of expensive 
jewellery, watches, antiques or pieces of art - and the 
changes in value over the years - and it becomes very 
easy to be under-insured. 

How we can help 

FDCUS specialise in high value home insurance and 
the additional concerns and risks that can arise. Our 
dedicated team of specialists can provide tailor-made 
home buildings and contents insurance cover to include: 


• “All Risks" Worldwide cover, including theft, 
accidental loss and damage, 

• Specified cover for individual items, guaranteeing you 
a speedy settlement without quibble following damage 
or a loss, 

• Cash or replacement option, allowing you to replace 
an item with something similar from your own supplier 
or keep the full cash settlement, 

• Cover for second/holiday homes - both in the UK and 
abroad, 

• High single article limits. 

• Travel Insurance - designed around your specific 
needs. 

Once we understand your requirements, we will make 
our recommendations and offer advice to ensure you 
have the cover you need and deserve. 


For more information contact: Roz Wright, Private Client Director 
T: 01B65 953 122 E: roz.wright@focusorm.co.uk vww.focusorm.co.uk 

We pride ourselves on service, first and foremost: understanding our clients' needs and helping our clients get the best cover to complement their lifestyle. 
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bricks and mortar 



CHERWELL BEATS NEW HOMES TARGETS 

North Oxfordshire continues to cement Its position as a 
place of growth and housing choice, with 1,387 new 
homes completed during 2017/IS. The figure comfortably I 
beats the adopted Local Plan target of IJ42. 

4 

There were 426 affordable homes delivered, over double 
the council’s target of 190. 



PLANS REVEALED FOR FORMER POLICE STATION 

A former Police station in Priory Road, Warwick could 
become a three-storey medical centre which would 
combine nearby GP surgeries. 

New plans have been submitted to Warwick District 
Council by Dudley Taylor Pharmacies Limited to demolish 
the former station and build a new medical centre. 



CONSIDERATE 
CONSTRUCTORS HEAD 
TO THE HILL 

Building work got underway 
recently on the new Hill 
Youth and Community 
Centre building in Banbury. 

The building work is 
expected to be completed 
during Autumn. In the 
meantime, the council 
is planning consultations 
and arts projects to 
support local people who 
want to get involved in 
developing the centre and 
its programme. 

The site has been registered 
for the Considerate 
Constructors Scheme, 



NEW HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT IN 
LEAMINGTON SPA 

The first phase of a new 
housing development in 
Leamington Spa has been 
officially opened. 

The Station Approach 
redevelopment scheme 
also provides 24 
'affordable' homes on a 
former brownfield waste 
site. 

Working in partnership 
with Waterloo Housing, 
Homes England, Network 
Rail, Chiltern Railways and 
Stagecoach has enabled 
the council to meet 
the requirements of the 
rail, train operators and 
commuters, in a scheme 
which will provide 212 
homes of which 75 percent 
will be 'affordable'. 



The new centre would provide 20 consulting rooms, five 
treatment rooms, a minor operations theatre and other 
facilities. 

To view the plans go to Warwick District Council’s 
planning portal and use planning reference W/18/2111. 

WHITNASH COMMUNITY HUB 

An extra £500,000 is to be given to a community hub in 
Whitnash, Warwickshire after the deal was agreed by 
members of Warwick District Council recently. 

The new hub in Acre Close Park is set to include a 
community centre, office space for Whitnash Town 
Council new library and a police station. Healthcare 
facilities and refail units could also be incorporated. 


AFFORDABLE HOMES SET FOR FORMER PUB SITE 

Electric cars will be supported at a future affordable 
housing development in Banbury as the council advances 
its programme of investment In the Bretch Hill area. 

Cherwelt District Council’s planning committee 
unanimously granted permission fora mixed development 
of eight houses and six flats. Seven properties will be 
provided for affordable rent and a further seven For 
affordable shared ownership. 

They will be developed on the site of the former Admiral 
Holland pub on the corner of Woodgreen Avenue and 
The Fairway, which is allocated for regeneration in 
the council's adopted Local Plan. The project is being 
supported by Government funding from the Oxfordshire 
Housing and Growth Deal. 
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ARM CRAIR 
TRAVELLER 


n this, our fourth instalment of 
the Arm Chair Traveller series 
and the first of 2019, we will 
be Visiting' Mexico. Mexico is a 
country between the United States 
of America and Central America 
which is known for its Pacific and 
Gulf of Mexico beaches and its 
diverse landscape of mountains, 
deserts and jungles. Ancient ruins 
such as Teotihuacan and the Mayan 
city of Chic hen Itza are scattered 
throughout the country, as are 
Spanish colonial era towns. Throughout the 
capital Mexico City you wilt find plenty of 
upscale shops, renowned museums and 
gourmet restaurants that cater to modern life. 

When if comes to interior design, the Mexican 
style encompasses much more than symbols 
such as the chili peppers and big hats. 

Strictly speaking in terms of interior design. 



RES JANUARY 2019 



the Mexican style is very rich and full of 
tiny details that are easy to recognise but 
that can be difficult to reproduce. Mexican 
homes are characterised by fhe warm and 
welcoming ambiance and intricate interior 
decor elements. In order to be able to 
capture the essence of this culture in your 
home, you must first get a clear idea of what 
really defines the style. 

Colour palette: The Mexican colour palette 
includes rich tones and vibrant shades of 
both warm and cold colours. Red, orange, 
blue and green are just a few of the colours 
you could choose to use if embracing a 
Mexican style in your home and they're 
almost always combined through patterns. 

Rich, crafted fabrics: Woven and embroidered 
textiles rich in texture are a staple of the 
Mexican interior design style. These textiles 
can be used around your home in the form 
of coloured blankets, decorative pillows and 
bold area rugs. The unique hand crafted style 
will add warmth to any space, making your 
home feel much more inviting and cosy. 

Tiles: The use of strikingly hand painted 
Mexican tiles around your home wilt 
automatically add ornate character to your 
staircases, kitchen splashback and more. 

They offer a perfect accent to this theme and 
are beautiful: an excellent way to copfure 
the essence of this style and culture. 

Tropical plants: Although using tropical plants 
in your interior design is not necessarily a 
feature pertaining to this particular style, it 
can be the element that defines your home 
and brings it closer to what makes a Mexican 
home feel complete. The vibrant, fresh 
colours and the connection to nature are just 
two of the defining characteristics. 

Wall decor: In order to obtain a traditional 
Mexican wall decor, options include the 
blending of a variety of elements. These 
may include mirrors with ornate frames, 
decorative plates displayed as a gallery, hats 
and paintings showcasing themed images 
for example. Even textiles can be displayed 
on walls. The story and concept behind the 
items you wish to display in this way is also 
important so choose carefully. 
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Mexican furniture Is greatly 
Influenced by the Spanish, Chinese, and 
Mayan cultures. Choose furniture that has 
straight lines, with lots of ornamentation on it. 
Furniture made from pine wood should Ideally 
be used. Walnut and cherry furniture will also 
look good for this style. 

A great way to capture the 
essence of Mexican Interior design is by using 
artefacts. Display them on walls, on shelves, 
tables or wherever you think they'd look 



best. They can serve as an Intriguing focal 
point but can also just as easily blend in if the 
decor is well balanced. 

Mexican homes are usually 
full of accessories. So, place lots of candles, 
picture frames as well as mirrors In your 
home. Accessories made from metal as well 
as wrought iron should be used. You could 
choose to place lots of cultural Items such 
as paintings with Mexican folk art, pottery 
with geometric patterns on it, as well as the 
coloured woven baskets, at various places in 

your home. Traditional masks can be |- 

put on the walls to complete the look. 

If budget Is not 

a problem then why not try to find 
some reclaimed carved wooden 
doors? These will usually have the 
typical Mexican charm you may 
be Looking for to embrace this style. 

Use a salvaged Mexican door for 
your bedroom to give it the warmth 
It needs or use one as a front door 
to make the entrance to your home 
more charming and characterful. 

Mexican style and culture is bursting 
with colour, from vibrant architecture 
to colourful cuisine, flamboyant 
textiles, and vivid folk art. If you 
are looking for a home filled with 
bold, lively colours, then a Mexican 
Inspired decor will be perfect for you. Equally 
if you are looking for just a touch of this 
'handy craft' style, whether through tiles or 
a textile then there are plenty of options 
available to you no matter what your home 
style or budget. 
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BANBURY WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES LTD 


DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 
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TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE LIVING ROOM' ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 
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Registered Company 
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Showroom at 



17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
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wfh Do Wd Wiff/'ams 

wtvw.fhepotfrrtgsfied.co.uk 
f wiiter@pottingshed I 
fnstogrom - fhe_pott/ng_shed_uk 


JANUARY IN THE GARDEN 


anuary Is not just the start of a new 
year but for the keen gardeners 
amongst us it is also the start of a 
new gardening season. Even though 
the temperatures are cold enough to 
make a polar bear think about putting 
a coat on there Is still lots to be getting 
on with in the garden. 


sure you get all the soil between the 
roots. Back fill the hole. Do not bury 
the plant too deep, firm the plant in 
with the heel of your boot and give a 
good watering in. 

There are lots of pruning jobs to be 
doing over the next month or two 
before the sap starts to rise and the 
buds break. 


If you are looking to plant any shrubs, 
trees or roses this year, now is a great 
time to order and plant bare root 
plants. 

Not only will they grow more quickly 
than pot grown plants, you also tend 
to get a bigger plant. They are also 
cheaper! 

When you take delivery of your 
plants it is a good idea to soak them 
in a bucket of water for an hour 
or so, as they may have dried out 
during delivery. Soil preparation is 
important. Dig out a good sized hole 
large enough to comfortably fit all 
the roots. Incorporate lots of garden 
compost or well rotted manure into 
the soil you have removed from the 
hole. Dust the roots in a mycorrhizal 
fungi as this will greatly increase the 
root growth of the plant. Back fill with 
the soil and compost mix, making 


Just be careful which plants you are 
pruning as you can easily start cutting 
off this year's flowering wood. Some 
plants flower on new growth and 
others flower on last year's growth. 

Do find out what you are cutting 
before you go in with the secateurs, it 
could make the difference between 
a good show of flowers and no 
flowers at all. 

Plants that will need a prune if you 
have not done so already are your 
apple and pear trees. This will let 
more light into your tree and increase 
the fruiting buds. 

Another job to do in the fruit garden 
is to give all your fruit trees and 
bushes a good mulch of well rotted 
manure or good garden compost. 

This will add nutrients to the soil act 
as a weed suppressor and retain 
moisture in dry summer months. Make 




sure however, that there is no frost in 
the soil when you mulch otherwise 
it will become trapped under the 
mulch and take longer for the soil to 
warm in spring. 

Seed sowing season is nearly upon us, 
so it is good to get your seed box out 
to see what seeds you have. Check 
that they are stilt in date, get rid of 
them if they are no good. Then work 
out what you want to grow this year. 
Make a list, tick off all the seeds you 
already have then get out all of your 
seed catalogues and get ordering. 

You will always have lots of spare 
seed packets and lots of seeds that 
you have saved from your own plants 
left. If this is the case, why not take 
them along to your local seed swap. 
One of the best ones in the area is 
Northampton's l Seedy Saturday' 
which takes place on 16th February 
at St Matthew's church hall. There 
will be lots of seeds to swap, talks 
and stalls and even better, entry is 
free. Seed swaps are a great way to 
find new varieties to try out that are 
not available from the main seed 
suppliers. It is also a great way to 
meet fellow gardeners and to sit and 
listen to interesting gardening talks. • 
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Barn farm Plants 

Upper Wordfngfon, Banbury, Oxan, 0X17 1SN 
Every Wednesday, 10am 


Knit and Natter, at the Greenhouse Cafe 

www.barnfarmplqnts.co.uk 

Whilton Lacks Garden Village 

WMfoa Davenfry, Northamptonshire, NNlt 2NH 

Every day un fit 2nd January 

This is your fast chance to enjoy a fabulous real Ece 
rink at Whilton Locks Winter Wonderland. Each session 
includes 45 fun-packed minutes on the ice, with each 
skating session starting promptly on the hour. It is 
recommended you book online to ensure your skating 
time slot. With a Cafe, right by the rink selling snacks 
and hot drinks, l Real Ice’ Skating at Whilton Locks offers 
something for the whole family. 

www.wlgv.co.uk 







Anti-twist couplings 
6m high pressure hose 
Rotary and fan jet nozzles 


Inducting VAT 

SPECIAL OFFER 


FARDL 

LIMITED 


Rycoie Lane Farm. Mifion 
Common, Oxon. 0X9 2NZ 

Tel: 01844 278843 


Sodding ton Rd, Byfield. 
N'hamplonshire. NN11 6FL 

Tel: 01327 264844 


f Facehook.conn/FarolLrd u lrsTagram.com/FarolLtd # Twitrer.com/FarolLrd 



George Fenemore reminisces about Christmas past, 
then tetls us the awful frufft obot/f Christmas present . 
What a great way to get 2019 off to a good startl 


T hose of you of my 
vintage, will 1 am sure, 
have fond memories 
of the local Saturday night 
'village hop'. It usually 
ended up with the 'Hokey 
Kokey'. The 'Hokey Kokey’ 
meant putting your left 
leg in and your left leg out, 
in out, in out and shake it 
all about' and so on. This 
dance usually formed a 
snake around the hall. Being 
a very shy and reserved 
young farmer, it gave a 
good opportunity to hold 
the young lady in front of 
you around the waist, all in 
good fun r of course. 

The present 'Hokey Kokey' 
that will hit us all in the next 
two months is anything 
but good fun. As 1 put this 
together we stilt have no 
idea as to the up and 
coming detail of the new 
agricultural policy, and 
it seems as if our leading 
politicos and the many 
clever national press 
commentators, seem to 
have forgotten just where 
their food comes from. They 
have a big stick now to 
beat those who produce 



the basic ingredients of their 
daily bread and we are 
now being told by one or 
other of the academic think 
tanks that to reduce climate 
change we should reduce 
the numbers of flatulent 
bo vines and belching ovines 
kept on farms. 

Another popular talking 
point from these academics 
is the use of antibiotics in 
farm animals. As sheep 
farmers we use very small 
amounts of antibiotics and 
then only on animal welfare 
grounds. The same can be 
said for beef and dairy units. 

The treated animals are 
kept in a 'hospital 1 pen with 
the manure going into a 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 



Domestic & Commercial 
Groundcare Machinery 





Sales. Service, Spare Parts 

HONDA. 



Shenington Airfield Tel:01295-680711 

bruce@brucehopkins.couk ^ I ATI J K 
www.brucehapkins.co.uk (=£ h 
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compost heap before being 
spread on the land some 12 
months later. If I or you go 
the GP and get given a box 
of pills, what happens to the 
residue? If ends up a few 
hours later going into the 
local treatment plant and 
then discharged into our 
rivers or the sea. There are a 
lot more human mammals 
than ovine and bovine 
mammals in the country, so 
come on, it's not all down to 
us dastardly farmers! 

Perhaps a reduction in 
‘medical treatments' would 
help perceived global 
warming and superbug 
problems, by reducing the 
human population, and a 
good place to start would 
be with the academic ‘think 
tanks 1 

Just to prove that I do read 
the Four Shires, it came in 
this morning to remind me 
that I had a deadline to 
meet, and the Ed's lead 
sent me down memory 
lane thinking of Christmas 
puddings! 

Ironically, a leading 
supermarket, and I use that 
term lightly, was stating in 
the national press that their 
sales of the festive pudding 
had dropped off sharply, 
in favour of more exotic 
replacements all of which 
are made from imported 
commodities] Now, what 
was that about climate 
change? 

Perhaps the drop off has 
more to do with the new 
flavourless concoctions they 
come up with. 




Even though this will hit 
the door mat after the 
festive season, 1 have a few 
reminiscences of Christmas 
past on the farm in the 60s 
and 70s: There was great 
excitement as the day 
approached with paper 
chains to make, midnight 
mass to attend in my red 
choir robe. There was exotic 
fruit and chocolate, an 
orange or banana in the 


bed end stocking and a 
present, a steam engine, 
a train set, or perhaps a 
racing car, one year it was 
a bicycle from Mr Ginger's 
shop in Parsons Street and 
always a book or two and 
the Beano or Eagle Annual - 
I still have them. 


The festive meal was all 
home produced with 
vegetables from the kitchen 
garden, the bird from 
mother's flock and home 
cured ham from the pig 
herd, mother’s Christmas 
puddings were made some 
months before and allowed 
to 'mature', hanging off the 
kitchen beam. 


Being a livestock farm there 
were cows to milk, livestock 
to feed and horses ta groom 
and exercise, and then in 
the evening after tea with 
Mother's fruit cake, there 
were board games and 
card games and then off 
to bed by candlelight as 
there was no electricity - 
the power lines had not 
reached the village. 

We did have light in the 
milking shed, which came 
from an old tarry dynamo 
run off o Lister engine 
which also powered the 


compressor 
for the 
milking 
machine. 

On Boxing 
Day if was 
the meet 
of the 
local fox 
hounds 

and I would hde my 
pony ‘Silver' with a targe 
slice of Christmas cake 
in my pocket] I make no 
apologies to anyone for this, 
as it was and still is part of 
my countryside culture. 

So that was Christmas past. 

Christmas present is 
something rather different] 

Instead of Santa Clause 
we had a four day spot 
inspection from the RPA 
[rural payments agency) 
and Natural England. Every 
field, hedgerow, ditch, 
environmental field strip and 
in field free was measured 
using GPS. 

All the sheep were counted 
to make sure we were not 
over grazing, if turned out 
we had ten more than 
we should have, because 
we had not made an 
allowance for the grass 
eaten by two show ponies. 
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Once the farm inspection 
was done it was in to the 
office for the records. The 
inspector arrived on a 
Thursday and finished on 
the following Tuesday, but 
as he did not work aver the 
weekend, and we do, we 
were able to make sure 
all the records were up fo 
date. So now we await the 
report, but as sure as eggs 
are eggs, we are now at the 
back of the queue when it 
comes to farm payments. 

Some may say roll on the 
EU divorce, but this was a 
DEFRA inspection, nothing 
to do with EU regulations 
and something that will not 
go away once we are out. 

It is something that (with the 
mantra of "public money for 
public goods" ringing in the 
ears) will probably only get 
worse. 

HO HUM. • 
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During the cold months of winter, 
our outdoor surroundings tend to 
become rot her dull os trees remain 
without their leaves and the ground is 
noticeably colourless. 

If you are looking for flowers during 
the months of January and February, 
you need not despair. There are 
plenty of beautiful blooms that are 
sure to brighten up any part of your 
home, patio, or even your garden. 
When planning and planting your 
garden, it’s a good idea to plant 
flowers that bloom at different times 
of the year. 
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Wild Bird 

Seed 

Gifts & 

Pansies & 

Care 

Potatoes 

Homeware 

Primroses 




On A423 South am Hoad 
nr Farn boro ugh 
Banbury 0X17 1 EL 
01295 690479 


Open six days a week 
Tues-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun:10.30am-4 30pm 
OPEN BANK HOLIDAYS 


TEDDY BEAR LOVERS! 

See our extensive range of bears on display, including 
collectables and cuddy companions 


.*3* 




WHERE THINGS FOR 


Hareturlong Nurseries 


wwJarnbQrougftgardencentre.co.uk 

YOUR GARDEN WON’T COST THE EARTH 
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Pansies: These are hardy blooms 
that enjoy sunny to partially sunny 
areas in the winter months. The soil 
needs to be well drained in order to 
keep these annuals happy. They can 
endure some really harsh weather. 

Winter Jasmine: This is another 
hardy beauty. They usually appear 
during the month of February when 
temperatures are often at their 
coldest. 

Winter Honeysuckle: This offers a 
lovely sweet smell. It's a pleasant 
reminder that spring is just weeks 
away and they are often planted 
below windows and other open 



areas so that the delicate perfume 
can make its way into your home. 

Snowdrops: Snowdrops are available 
in a variety of species that bloom 
in January. They are appropriately 
named since they are white as snow. 

Wlnterberry Holly: It can tolerate 

extremely harsh conditions. It is a 
deciduous plant that enjoys well 
drained soil. Unlike the evergreen 
variety, the leaves of this plant fall 


during the autumn months to 
reveal a red berry fruit that 
remain throughout the winter 
months. 

The Persian Cyclamen: This 

flower needs little care in 
order to bloom in abundance. 
They need to be planted in a 
container rather than straight 
in the garden soil. They will be 
particularly happy if you place 
the pot on your patio. 
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AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 
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Greek delights at 
the Stag's Head 


F our Shires' favourites 
Faith and Stamafis 
Trivizas have been 
at the helm at The Stag’s 
Head in Swalcliffe now for 
Just over five years and 
during that time, they have 
buitt up a great reputation 
for very good food and 
hospitality. 

The Stag's Head's 
reputation has always 
been good, but Faith and 
Stamafis have added to 
this with their particular 
speciatifies which include 
both Greek food and 
good, wholesome British 
fare. 

Stamafis hails originally 
from Corfu and following 


ten years with Faith at the 
famous 'Rock of Gibraltar 1 
in Btetchingdon their track 
record for re-invigorating 
pub restaurants is very 
good. 

"We offer a warm welcome 
and fradtf/onaf good 
food," said Stamatis, "Tfie 


Stag s Head is a famfly run 
restaurant offering Eng/isfo 
food and Greek. ,p 

I was lucky enough to be 
able to enjoy a light lunch 
with Stamatis and Faith 
just before Christmas and 



a very cheery afternoon it 
was too. 

Greek nights are held 
at the pub on the last 
Saturday of each month 
and having just missed an 
appointment to the last 
one I decided to ‘stay on 
message' and tucked into 
some gorgeous spinach 
and feta parcels along with 
a Greek salad and tzatziki - 
it was, of course, delicious. 

I declined the offer of 
baklava for pudding, 
although having seen my 
fellow diners’ tucking in, I 
suspect I have should have 
succumbed. 





Hook Norton Brewery, Brewery Lane, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X15 5NY 


BREWERY 


TO BOOK A 
BREWERY TOUR 

CALL 

01608 730384 

EMAIL: 

erewery@hqoky.co.uk 

ONLINE: 

www.hgqky.cd.uk/boqk 




MONDAY - SATURDAY 

9.00am - 5.00pm 

SUNDAY 

10.00am - 4.00pm 


THERE’S MORE THAN 


JUST 


HERE! 
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Me and my partner visited 
far the Greek themed 
evening a couple of years 
ago now and were very 
impressed. In the pub it 
was standing room only 
as the cosy restaurant [24 
covers plus) was nearly 
full with diners enjoying a 
mixture of freshly prepared 
food. 

The big winner on the 
evening was the chicken 
souvlaki, a marinated 
chicken kebab prepared 
with a Greek side salad 
and dips. It was delectable 
on the night and 1 wasn't 
surprised to learn from Faith 
that it has become a firm 
favourite at the pub. 

Other favourites that 
regular diners enjoy 
include Greek nibbles. 
These include gorgeous 
olives, feta cheese, the 
most glorious hummus, 
dolmades, spicy chilli feta 
cheese dip (tyrocoytery), 
tzafziki and roasted 
vegetables, all served up 
with pita bread. 


Following five years hard 
work, returning diners now 
have the option of being 
able to stay in one of two 
tastefully re-decorated 
rooms. 

Faith commented: 

11 We have had visitors 
from of) over the place, 
Luxembourg, Japan and 
Australia spring to mind. 

The horse trials nearby are 
also extremely popular - 
file rooms are booked up 
solid during that time." 

As well as cooking superb 
Greek food, Faith and 
Stamatis also serve up very 
good traditional British 
food, although if you look 
closely, there's more than a 
tittle Greek influence to be 
spotted. 

Beef stew with onions is 
quintessentially British, but 
on the menu at the Stag’s 
Head it could be named 
Sfifado and of course, we 
all know about mousaka in 
its varied forms. 

So, for a touch 
of Corfu in 
Oxfordshire, 
take a trip to 
the Stag’s Head 
in Swalcliffe. 

You won’t be 
disappointed... 

Look out for 
a new menu 
at The Stags's 
Head - alt the 
more reason to 
visit soon. 



Effharisto! • 



Traditional Pub 

The Stags Head 


The Green, Swalcliffe 
Banbury OX 15 5EJ 



01295 788 660 

Home cooked food 

Seasonal menu 
Sunday roast 
Greek dishes 

Friday: Fresh Battered Fish & Chips 

Greek night on the last Saturday 
every month! 

Cask ale; lagers; cider 
Quality Wines & Champagnes 

Bridge Club Monday afternoons 
2,30-5pm. Coffee and cake 
available. 


GARDEN 

BED & 
BREAKFAST 

WALKERS 

WELCOME 

DOG 

FRIENDLY 


Open ing Times: 

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 
t I .30AM-2.30PM Sc 5PM- I 1 PM 
(TUESDAYS 5PM- 1 1 PM) 
SATURDAY: ALL DAY 
SUNDAY: 12NGQN-8PM 


WWW, TH E-STAGS-HE AD, CO. UK 
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kills and pipers, 
neeas and tallies 


Haggis, whisky and poetry read with a Scottish accent are 
three of the main essentials of a Burns Night Supper. Add 
some 'neeps and fatties' and o piper on the bagpipes 
and you have the makings of a perfect evening. The 
thing about haggis Is not to think too much about it. Just 
enjoy its rich, peppery flavour, accompanied by warming 
mashed veg and washed down with a 'wee dram 1 . It 
really is quite delicious? 



THE HAGGIS 


NEEPS AND TATTIES 



Do yourself a favour and 
don't even consider 
anything other than buying 
one ready to go. You can 
get the tradtitlona! version 
at your local butcher 
and local supermarkets 
will have vegetarian and 
vegan alternatives. Simply 
follow the instructions and 
add some delicious extras. 


Peel and quarter equai 
amounts of potatoes and 
turnips or swedes. 

Cook the turnips or swedes 
and the potatoes in 
separate pans of boiling 
salted water for 20 to 25 
minutes, or until tender. 

Roughly mash it all together 
with plenty of butter and 
white pepper. If you 
prepare it ahead you can 
cover the dish and keep it 
hot In a warm oven until the 
haggis is ready. 


ORDER OF THE DAY 

Traditionally the 
celebration begins 
with the piping In of the 
guests. 

After a warm welcome 
by the organiser, recite 
the Selkirk Grace: 

Some hae meat and 
canna eaf. 

And same wad eat 
that want it. 

But we hae meat 
and we can eat 

And sae the Lord be 
thankit. 

Next, pipe in the haggis 


and swiftly follow with 
the Address - the reader 
of the poem will raise 
his knife and slice the 
haggis down the centre. 

Make a toast by raising 
your glass and shouting 
“The Haggis!” 

Only now can you 
proceed to the meal and 
eat with gusto. 

Often, local celebrations 
will include a whisky 
tasting during the 
evening, which gives 
those usually averse to ft 
the chance to try - and 
ft is definitely worth, so 
don't be scared? 


WHISKY SAUCE 

For those of you that 
prefer to spice things up 
(or disguise the haggis!) 
this whisky sauce is a 
scrumptious addition to 
your Burns Night supper. 

What you’ll need: 

4 tbsp whisky 
2 tsp wholegrain mustard 
300ml double cream 
100ml beef stock 
salt and plenty of ground 
white pepper 

What to do: 

Put the whisky In a 
saucepan over high heat 
and briefly (and carefully!) 
set it alight. 


Once flames have gone 
out, add the cream, 
mustard and stir. Simmer 
until the sauce has reduced 
by almost half, then add 
a little of the stock if your 
sauce has gone too thick 
for your taste. 

Season with salt and white 
pepper and that's It, the 
sauce is done! 

Traditionally, haggis isn't 
served with any other 
vegetables, but there's 
nothing to stop you 
preparing some greens 
to go with your dish - If 
nothing else, they always 
look pretty on the plate! 










BUSINESS 


MAKING A WISE INVESTMENT 

four Shires based firm Wise 
Investment recently celebrated 
their 25th anniversary and in that 
time have seen the company grow 
from a handful of employees to the 
current 35. It was started in 1992 by 
Tony Yarrow from the basement of 
his house with the aim of providing 
the kind of service to clients that he 
would wont himself. This ethos still 
underpins the business and having 
personal and long term relationships 
with all its clients is still key. The 


business now looks after assets of 
£30OM for its clients. 

Recognising this excellent 
performance. CEO Alexandra Rae 
was recently invited to contribute 
to the Parliamentary Review, the 
Westminster based publication that 
champions best practice throughout 
the UK. 

Alexandra commented: was 

fhrilled to be asked to contribute 
to the Parliamentary Review, in the 
review the Wise Investment ownership 
model is highlighted , We have been 

employee 
owned since 
2013 which 
is on unusual 
ownership model 
for o financial 
services 
business. 
However, it 
means fhaf our 
aspirations and 
interests are 
aligned closely 
to those of our 
clients - fhefr 
success is our 



success. The people who work at 
Wise Investment oil have a stake in 
the company which means that they 
ore engaged In the business and take 
personal responsibility for its long- 
term future. 

"Part of our commitment to the local 
community means that we support 
our local school as well as ofher local 
charitable organisations. Bveryone 
working at Wise Investment con 
also nominate a local charity and in 
our monthly charity draw we have 
supported charities such as Banbury 
foodbank, Katharine House Hospice, 
Chipping Norton Lido and many 
more." 



WISE INVESTMENT 

PLANNING FOR LIFE 

OUR FINANCIAL EXPERTISE LEAVES YOU TO ENJOY 

THE THINGS THAT REALLY MATTER., 



Investment Management 

Retirement Planning 

Inheritance Tax Planning 

Personal, Family & 
Business Protection 

Tax Planning & Trusts 


Our team of qualified, experienced investment and financial planning professionals are committed to helping you achieve your financial goals. We 
hope that passing this important responsibility to us will give you more time to focus on the things that matter most to you 

The market value of investments, and any income paid, may go down as well as up and is not guaranteed. 

Past performance is not a guide to future performance. 

Please get in touch on Ol6o8 695 100 or visit www.wiseinvestment.co.uk 

Wlae Investment is a trading bund of W is* Investments Limited. Wise Investments Limited, is authorised and :eg datedby the Fjji&ncial Conduct Authority. FjMjjsie:ec i& England 43704&9. 
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SUPERSTARS 

After 1! years as director of the 
British Racing Driver's Club's [BRDC] 
successful SuperStars programme, 

Tim Harvey has decided to step 
down from the role. With two current 
SuperStars, George Russell and Lando 
Norris, competing in Formula 1 next 
season Tim felt it was the right time 
to hand over day-to-day running 
of the scheme, although he will 
remain an active Member of the 
BRDC at Silverstone and play a part 
in the BRDC SuperStars' continuing 
achievements. 

Stepping into the rote of BRDC 
SuperStars Director will be former 
SuperStar and BRDC Member Andy 


Meyrick, providing not only tangible 
evidence of the strength of the 
programme, but also ensuring that 
the Class of 2019 wilt be able to 
draw on Andy's unique perspective 
as a successful single-seater and 

endurance 
racer and a 
graduate of 
the initiative. 

Andy 
Me y rick, 
commented: 

"ft is a 
tremendous 
honour to 
have been 


asked to become Director and Vm 
absofutefy delighted that 77m, Derek 
Warwick, fan Tf7chmarsb, and the 
Board of the BRDC has offered me the 
chance to work with the SuperStars, 

"Tim has done an incredible job 
turning it into what it is today, it's 
recognised all over the world* Drivers 
want to be a SuperStar and ait the 
Members wear the badge with 
pride. I was a Rising Star and then 
a SuperStar and I have experienced 
first-hand the difference it can make 
and the value that it brings to young 
Brits, so I cannot wait to carry on the 
work Tim has done." 




For advice on intergenerational wealth management, 

talk to Swann Financial Consultancy 


Swann Financial Consultancy represents onlv St. James's Place Wealth Management pic (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) (or the purpose ol 

advising solely on the Croup s wealth management products ajul services, more detailscX which are set out on the Croup's website www.sjp.co.uk/products. [}]y B-0&/LK 


SWANN 

FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


01295 275269 

www. s wan nfi nanc i a 1 . c o. 11 k 
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Local Banbury collector, John Davies, has 
been elected President of the Great Britain 
Philatelic Society, the leading Society 
worldwide for GB collectors with over 900 
members. John is well known in philatelic 
circles and has played an important role 
as Chairman of the Stamp Active Network 
(a voluntary organisation that promotes 
stamp collecting for children) for over 20 
years as well as being a Director of both the 


Association of British Philatelic Societies and 
the Royal Philatelic Society London. 

He is also Secretary of the Banbury Stamp 
Society which meets twice a month from 
September to April on the first and third 
Tuesdays each month at Hanwell Fields 
Community Centre, from 7.30pm. 

Further information on Banbury Stamp 
Society can be found on their website at 
www.banburystampsociety.co.uk 


NEW DIRECTOR OF 
COMPTON VERNEY ART 
GALLERY 

Julie Finch has been 
appointed the new Director 
of Compton Verney Art 
Gallery and Park, 

Ms Finch will take up her 
new position in April. She 
replaces former Director, 
Professor Steven Parissiea 
who stepped down 
from the role recently 
to become Director of 
the Bata Shoe Museum, 
Toronto, 

Ms Finch, is currently 
Chief Executive Officer 
at the Cheltenham Trust, 
where she has been since 
October 2014. 

NEW MANAGING 
PARTNER AT FISHER 
GERMAN 

Fisher German has 
announced that current 
Chief Operating Officer 
[COO) Andrew Bridge 
has been appointed as a 
managing partner. 

Bridge joined the firm after 
graduating from Harper 
Adams University and has 
since risen through the 
ranks, initially beginning 




Born in Lincolnshire, she 
studied for an MBA with 
the Open University, an 
MA Museums Studies at 
the University of Leicester 
and a BA Hons (First Class) 
in Heritage Studies at the 
University of Hull. 

his career on the rural 
professional side of the 
business before specialising 
in utility and infrastructure 
management. 

He is a member of the 
Managing Partners Forum, 
Institute of Directors 
and RICS and is a board 
member of the National 
Forest Charitable Trust. 

He also chairs the Heart 
of the National Forest 
Development Board. 

Bridge said: “I have been 
with Fisher German since 
graduating from university 
and I am privileged to 
work in a firm where I have 
been able to develop my 
experience and progress 
in my career. 1 now look 
forward to working with 
my colleagues to continue 
to develop strategies to 
deliver future growth. 


CALL TO RETIRED 
BANBURY BUSINESSMEN 

The Probus Compton Club 
of Banbury, a national club 
for retired businessmen 
which meets monthly at 
the Whately Halt Hotel, is 
looking for new members. 

Chairman Roger Moore 
explains: "it can be a very 
lonely life when you retire 
from business and our 
welcoming c/ub is an ideal 
place to meet ffke-minded 
people who have often led 
very interesting careers. 


+ 'We have a variety of 
speakers at our monthly 
meetings and, in addition, 
we arrange outings and 
social functions where 
partners are aiso invited." 

The club meets on the 2nd 
Monday of the month. 
Lunchtime meetings start 
at noon and evening 
meetings at 7pm, 

For further information 
please contact Peter 
Brown on 01295 262353 
or Bob Lang ton on 01295 
670359. 


Specialist legal 
services for you and 
your business 




mfLrn 







E enquirj 0 s@se-law.co,uk * 

T 01295 204000 spratt endicott 


www.se-law.co.uk 


SOLICITORS 


BANBURY 


BRACKLEY 


BICESTER 


BUCKINGHAM 
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1: Karla Doorbar as 
Clara and Edivaldo 
Souza da Silva as 
the Piince In The 
Nutcracker; photo 
Bella Kofak 

2: Artists of 
Birmingham Royal 
Ballet as Snowflakes 
In The Nutcracker; 
photo: Bill Cooper 

3 and 4: AAomoko 
Hirata as the Sugar 
Plum Fairy and Cesar 
Morales as The Prince 
In The Nutcracker; 
photo: Bill Cooper 

5: Laura Day as 
Clara, Tom Rogers 
as King Rat and 
Artists of Birmingham 
Royal Ballet In The 
Nutcracker; photo: 

Bill Cooper: 


The Nutcracker 

facrs and figures 


Words: Bruce Cox 

Photography courtesy of Birmingham Royal Ballet 


reated as a gift to its home city 
by the Birmingham Royal Ballet, 

Sir Peter Wright's version of The 
Nutcracker combines gigantic sets, lavish 
costumes, 60 dancers and Tchaikovsky's 
instantly recognisable music. Since it first 
played at the Birmingham Hippodrome it 
has been the perfect Christmas treat for 
the families of our region. The grown-ups 
have enjoyed the music and the dance and 
countless children have watched wide-eyed 
and identified with young Clara, the central 
character, as she is swept away info an 
enchanting winter wonderland of dancing 
snowflakes, a Sugar PJum Fairy , a magical 
Christmas tree and a handsome prince with 
his army of toy soldiers 

The scale of this astonishing festive production 
is breathtaking; hundreds of staff from the 
areas of wardrobe, wigs, lighting, sound, 
stage management and administration work 
on the show for months before the dancers 
and orchestra fake to the stage to delight 
audiences. 
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By the end of its 2018 season. Sir Peter Wright’s 
production will have been performed a total 
of 570 times and before the curtain goes up 
on the first performance, hours of work will 
have been undertaken behind the scenes. 
The sets, props and lights for the show travel 
to the Hippodrome in five articulated trucks 
from the Birmingham Royal Ballet stores in 
Dudley and, when the sets arrive, work witl 
begin on the 'get-in’ and 'fit-up'. This process 
takes approximately three days. Then another 
two days ore usually required for technical 
and stage rehearsals. 

The sets and props for the production are 
lavish indeed fora stage production with 
a relatively short run. For example, there 
is a flying goose that transports Clara to a 
magical land. It travels 20 metres across the 
stage at every performance, which means 
that the goose has travelled just over seven 
mites at Birmingham Hippodrome since 1990! 
There is also a Christmas tree that grows from 
four metres to 15 metres tall and a fireplace 
that grows to fill half of the stage! A crew of 
around 50 people work backstage on the 
production to achieve these special effects. 

Other statistics are equally amazing, such 
as the fact that 75kg of flame retardant 
artificial snow is used in the production and 
that it is imported each year from a specialist 
company in New York. 




The production has over 200 costumes and 
since its first performance back in 1990, 
dancers playing the role of the ’snowflakes' 
have made their way through almost 
750 cans of silver sparkle body paint! The 
Nutcracker dancers use some 50 wigs and 
pieces of facial hair and to keep them in 
place, the BRB wigs department and dancers 
use around 500 hairpins per show - that’s a 
staggering 259,500 hairpins or more since 
1990! Just a few of the amazing facts about 
an amazing show! • 



A: Alys Shee as the 
Snow Fairy in The 
Nutcracker; photo: 
Bill Cooper 

7: Mathias Dingman 
as The Prince and 
Tom Rogers as 
King Rat in The 
Nutcracker; photo: 
Bill Cooper 

8: Augustus Payne, 
Lachlan Monaghan 
and Max Maslen In 
the Russian Dance 
in The Nutcracker; 
photo: Bill Cooper 

9 and 10: The 
Nutcracker from the 
wings: photos by 
Andrew Ross 
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LOOKING BACK 


* 




Sack in 1970 a strange looking railway engine came into Banbury 
Station. From the plaque on the side of the locomotive it seems that 
It was part of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway. If so, what was 
It doing in Banbury, part of the Great Western and Great Central 
services? Perhaps the train was being decommissioned? I know there 
are a great many railway enthusiasts out there still - perhaps they can 
shed some light on the subject? 
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LOOKING BACK 


These pictures are from 1969 and were taken 
at the Banbury Market Christmas fatstock 
Show. I can remember covering these events 
into the 1990s, when Banbury still had a very 
large operating cattle market. 

The champion beasts are pictured with their 
owners, we think we can recognise members 
of the Smith family from Bloxham... what do 
you think? 
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Here's another picture from the 
late 1960s: where was Dennis's 
saddlery shop? We can't recall 
this shop at all? 
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One shop that we do 
remember however 
was Brown's cake 
shop in Parson's 
Street tn Banbury. 
Home to the original 
Banbury Cake for 
hundreds of years 
the shop and bakery 
were demolished 
(we suspect without 
permission) for what 
has been, recently, 
a slot machine shop! 
Well done the tourism 
chiefs of the late 60s! 
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LOOKING BACK 


Out lost pictures show a march taking place in a 
village near Banbury? We think it may be Wroxton? 
We particularly like the disgruntled bikers pictured in 
the second photograph, forced to dismount and to 

show some respect for the marchers! 
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HS2: Changes to compensation schemes 


I have written a number of times on the subject of HS2 non-statutory 
compensation schemes, these being those offered by HS2 in excess of 
their Legal requirements. There is pressure on the providers of large- 
scale projects of this nature to provide such, on the basis that existing 
compulsory purchase law does not cover those closest to the works 
who have no land taken. 


The existing schemes comprise of: 

- Express Purchase. This is so 
close to the rules on Blight 
Notices as to be of little 
merit. Blighted properties are 
those within the Safeguarded 
area where qualifying owner 
occupiers can claim unaffected 
value of their property plus 
additional payments; 

■ Extended Homeowner Protection 
Zone. This covers areas 
removed from Safeguarding 

but where a Blight Notice will 
be accepted for five years after 
such removal. The first such 
change was in June 2014 so 
those within such area r who want 
to serve a Blight Notice, should 
do so forthwith; 

■ Rural Support Zone. Extending 
120 metres from the centre of 
the railway where outside of 
Safeguarding. Qualifying house 
owners can sell their property 
to HS2 for the unaffected value 
or claim 10% of value payment 
from HS2, 

- Home Owner Payment Zones. 
These zones allow house owners 
to take one off cash sum from 
HS2 for devaluation of their 
home; 

■ Need to Sell scheme. An 
undefined area outside of the 
Safeguarded area and Rural 
Support Zones. Those who meet 
a number of criteria can require 
HS2 to purchase their property at 
unaffected value. 

The Government has just 
completed a review of these 
schemes. The report makes 
interesting reading as to the 
comparatively small number 
of properties that have taken 
advantage of the schemes, 
probably due to the small number 
of properties that fall within them. 
Amongst a number of proposed 



Jonathan Perks 


changes, those most relevant to 
readers are as follows: 

Rural Support Zone; The zone's 
measurement of 120m from 
the centre line of the railway 
can be a long way inside the 
land requirements of HS2. For 
example, where a maintenance 
depot is being constructed and 
the Safeguarded area extends 
almost a mile and a half east of 
the centre line of the railway. HS2 
considers that where maintenance 
depots are being constructed, the 
property market responds with 
housing values reflecting the job 
opport u n ities. N o con side ration 
appears to have been given to 
those areas where the land take 
widens for other reasons such as 
soil bunds. Change is to be made 
where the railway itself widens, for 
example in areas where four tracks, 
are laid rather than two. We await 
the revised plans to show such. 

Need to Sell; Two subtle changes 
are already in place, having been 
published in November. There is 
now ability to sell part of a title 
where previously only the whole 
property could be sold. Perhaps 
more importantly, if one can 
demonstrate that an offer within 


15% of the unblighted asking price 
was discounted because of HS2 r 
one can refuse such offer and still 
qualify for the scheme. Allowing 
refusal of low offers where such is 
clearly linked to HS2 is welcome 
as it balances against fears by 
home owners that they could be 
ransomed into sale. 

Further changes, yet to be 
implemented, are the ability for a 
house owner who has purchased 
their property in the knowledge 
of HS2 to make application 
to the scheme, a successful 
application then being valued with 
consideration of original price paid 


if such reflected the threat of HS2. 
Some relief on the requirements to 
show a need to retire are also to 
be enacted. Sadly, the suggestion 
of an appeals process against 
refusals has been rejected. 

My team at Fisher German has 
a great deal of experience in 
assisting those applying to these 
schemes. We have a very high 
success rate on applications to 
NTS, where the national average 
is low. Contact me on 01295 
226232 or Jonathan.perks(a) 
ft5hergerman.co.uk if you would 
like a no-obligation chat as to how 
we can help you. 



Cl 


FISHER 

GERMAN 


■ Rural consultancy 
* Property agency 

■ Planning and development 

■ HS2 and compu Isory purchase 

■ Property management 

■ Commercial 

’ Utilities and infrastructure 


South Central. 


m 

banbury{5)fi slier germ an .co.uk 


bedford@fisherger m an .co. uk 

0 

thame@fis hergerman .co.uk 


fishergerman.co.uk 
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GET NOTICED in the Four Shires! 

Call Gail on 07842 108590 or Sharon on 07510 274791 


F N PILE & SONS 

F[R TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY OXI7 1.1 L 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 
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SUBSCRIBE TO FOUR SHIRES 

FOR YOURSELF 
OR A FRIEND 

at www.fourshires.co.uk 
or by post 

12 MONTHS ONLY £36 
6 MONTHS ONLY £20 



If WYNN STAY 

MM STORES 

Em 

Formerly Santmry Farm A General Supplied Hd 

Banbury Road {B440OI, Hf Bwrtgn OiiieLC CV47 2BB 

Tel: 01295 770707 

' WOOitslntvtnqi It BedDOH n 

WlHMHWWtma 

* HorseS Pel Feed * 

Pas t & Rail 

* rtortf flertrk Fencing 

Trtoterf fimtav 

* MtrHnUi h Sapplmtents * 

Metafh ihmdein yatm 

* Hong Warmqn * 

CiWugMtil Roofing 

* Rubbir Static Matting 

PSH much dutch mere,., 

Good Quality Good Value, Good Advice 

Delivery Service AvaiLabte 

www wyrHtaLav-.Cw.uk 





EMORIALS 


13.R.AMM Regimenal 
Fixer Licensed (BFL I 


a tiaditicxi in stswie 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

|h’w»h'. banhury memorials, co. uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard, Adderbury, Nr Banbury, 
Oxon, 0X17 3HJ 

I 
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VETERINARY HOSPITAL 



um 


LATE NIGHT 

OPENING 

Mon-Thurs until 8PM 


Cal I our 24 hour line: 01295 262332 

Banbury/North B.inlwjry/Southjm/Addortjury / Woodlord Raise 


3. "MAY4 r 1 ’ 



, R p C . Ray Randerson 


\ QiTrrrrdF 


Carpets 


Carpets selected from around the globe on display 
at Oxbow Farm, Avon Da&sett f CV47 2AQ 
01295 690721 
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album, 20Id's country- 
tinged Golden on Sunday 
June 23rd. Support will 
come from multi-million 
selling Soph/e EJffe-flex tor, 
whose new album The Song 
Drones will be released in 
January. With over 40 UK 
Top 10 singles between 
them, this exclusive 
concert will feature an 
array of some of the best 
known pop hits of the last 
20 years. 

Since its launch in 2015 the 
series has become one of 
the UlCs most prestigious 
and popular stately home 
concert experiences 
presenting a combination 
of international star acts 
alongside fine dining in 
the iconic long library in 
the palace state rooms, 
lake walks, waterside 
picnicking and M 

palace tours. 

Nocturne Live v J 

2019 will run from 
Thursday 20th Tm 

June-Sunday 
23rd June and 
additional acts 
will be announced 
in due course. '$0. 


The line-up for this 
summer's Nocturne live 
series, which transforms 
Blenheim Palace's 
9500-capacity Great Court 
into a spectacular open air 
concert venue, looks set to 
be its strongest to date with 
the recent announcements 
that multi-million selling 80s 
pop duo Tears For Fears 
and Australian superstar 
kyl/e Minogue will headline 
the Saturday and Sunday 
nights respectively. 

Tears For Fears, whose huge 
catalogue of hit songs 
includes 'Everybody Wants 
To Rule The Wor/d', 'Shout', 

‘Head Over Heels’ and 
‘Mad World', will headline 
on Saturday June 22nd with 
support from post-punk 
five-piece White Lies and 
chart topping synth-pop 
outfit Scriftf Poim. 

Kylie will perform hits from Tickets are 

across her back catalogue, available from 

as well as music from latest www.nocturnelive.com 
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Come and be inspired! A unique collection of traditional and contemporary hand crafted 
furniture, featuring stunning British timbers, designed and made in Oxfordshire... 



a warm welcome, a roaring fire and a cup of coffee await you... 


NEW OPENING TIMES: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11am-5pm and/or by appointment 
at Mo Tighe, Chapel House Grounds, Chipping Norton 0X7 5SZ 
www.realwood.co.uk 01608 642741 mfo@realwood.co.uk 
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ROLEX 

THE DATE JUST 

The archetype of the modern watch has spanned generations 
since 1945 with its enduring functions and aesthetics. 

It doesn’t just tell time, It tells history. 



OYSTER PERPETUAL DATEJUST 31 
IN 18 CT WHITE GOLD 



79—80 Hi^h Street* Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X16 5JG 
One Gold Street, Northampton NNl ISA 

WATCH FEATURED SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAIL-ABILITY 































